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'TT/je fJfCen Who 
Follow the 
Trails 


men who roam the seas in ships, 

I . Where oft grim terrors assail, 

^ Were never more brave as they stem the 
wave 

Than the men who follow the rail; 

For ships may come, and ships may go, 

As ever they ride the seas. 

But the men who dare all the dangers there 
Were never so brave as these. 

There are more perils on land than sea, 

Where the thundering cargoes roar. 

As by day and night they pursue their flight 
And go onward evermore ; 

For theirs is life that faces ill. 

As ever they speed away 
Over miles of track on their trips and back 
Were ever men brave as they ? 

The ships that plow the mighty seas, 

A ll silent and calm they ride, 

Nor such hazards dare as the men who fare 
On the railroads far and wide; 

For trains must speed in mad, bold haste, 

Where ever death lies in Wait, 

And where railroad men again and again 
A re ever the pawns of fate. 

Of all the motley daring crews 

The world of commerce commands, 

There are none so bold as they who hold 
Their helpless lives in their hands; 

For ships may come and ships may go. 

And the winds and tides prevail, 

But braver by far than the seamen are 
The men who follow the rail 

—IBs Sidney Warren Mase, 

in the Missouri 'Pacific Magazine. 
















His Friends Are Legion 

Wherever Railroad Men of the Delaware and Hudson Company Gather, There Is 
Always a Hearty Welcome For Any News of “Jlndy ” Hotaling 


T HERE are few things we possess in this 
world of which we are sure. There are 
two things, however, which cannot be taken 
from us. The first is knowledge. Knowledge, 
once gained, is something which cannot be taken 
away. Yet there is one 
uncertainty about that 
too. In the event that 
a person becomes insane 
his knowledge is also 
lost. The other sureity 
is friendship. A true 
friend will stand by his 
companion through thick, 
or thin. We all have 
our friends, although, of 
course, some have many 
more friends than others. 

Very few employes 
there are, among the 
older Susquehanna divi¬ 
sion men, at least, who 
are not the friends of 
Andrew Hotaling, re¬ 
tired engineman. Wher¬ 
ever he may go on Dela¬ 
ware and Hudson prop¬ 
erty he is sure to be 
greeted by some of his 
old chums of his rail¬ 
roading days. 

Here is another man 
into whose life came the 
irresistable call of the 
rails. When but a youth, and not a strong youth 
at that, he ran away from home and began work 
as a locomotive fireman. He happened to know 
our Superintendent of Motive Power R. C. Black- 
all, who gave him his first position in igg2- He 
only weighed 132 pounds at that time and at the 


end of three months he only weighed 120 pounds 
and thought he had better leave the railroad on 
this account until such time as he was stronger. 
Therefore he resigned. 

Yet that call persisted within him and he again 
sought out Mr. Blackall. 
This time he was put to 
work on a yard engine to 
work up to the harder 
runs. This time he stayed 
on the job and it was not 
until forty-four years 
later, on account of fail¬ 
ing health that he ac¬ 
cepted a pension from 
our Company and re¬ 
tired. Those forty-four 
years were crowded full 
of thrilling experiences. 
C. D. Hammond, Super¬ 
intendent of the Susque¬ 
hanna division, once told 
him that he had never 
known of any other man 
who had had as many 
little mix-ups as Mr. 
Hotaling. 

After he had become 
hardened to the work of 
Wring a locomotive he 
went to Richmondville 
where the Company was 
laying a double track be¬ 
tween that point and 
Cobleskill. Later he returned to Oneonta, firing 
extra with Elmer Alberts, the man for whom he 
did most of his firing while working in that 
capacity. 

He then went on the sleeper out of Binghamton, 
running to Mechanicville, with Dave Whittaker. 



ANDREW B. HOTALING 










Mr. Hotaling's Favorite Engine, No. 257 


treat them as well. On the above mentioned oc¬ 
casion when his arms were broken he was given 
a job in the roundhouse at $50 per month and 
while he could do very little work he thought 
that was indeed a remarkable thing for a com¬ 
pany to do for an employe. There was no obliga¬ 
tion to make them do so and yet they wanted to 
be of assistance. 

At last came the day when he was promoted 
to the rank of engineman. At the time he was 
off sick and an engine had just been completed at 
Oneonta, the 257, which had been promised to 
him. Again the Company did a truly remarkable 
thing. While it was out of the question to let 
him go to work while sick he stated that they 
stored the engine in the roundhouse at Oneonta 
until he was better. 

His fireman on this engine was Will Bailey. 
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of June, 1894, the following is contained: “The 
Delaware and Hudson Canal Company have a 
number of mogul locomotives that have been built 
at the Oneonta shops under the direction of Mr. 
R. C. Blackall, Superintendent of Machinery, that 
are doing most excellent service, engravings of 
which are shown in this connection. Some of 
these engines have been in service for three years, 
and have not been in the shops since they were 
built. They are rated as first-class freight moguls, 
but have been used on some of the fastest pas¬ 
senger trains, and where, in many places on the 
road, it is necessary to run at the rate of sixty 
miles per hour in order to maintain schedule 
time. This engine, No. 257, has never yet failed 
to meet the requirements. The freight locomo¬ 
tives on this road are loaded very heavily, so 
(Turn to Page 222) 
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tJKCurder of Jane McCrea 

Countless Historians Disagree on Details of Story; Yet All Agree It IVas One of the 
Most Atrocious Crimes of the American Revolution 


N O single event connected with the struggle 
for independence contributed so much to 
success of our arms, especially the defeat 
of Burgoyne, as the savage murder of Jane Mc¬ 
Crea by a bajud of Indians at Fort Edward on 
July 27, 1777. The story 
of her beauty, her accom¬ 
plishments and the 
tragic ending of her sor¬ 
rowful romance has, in 
its many versions, be¬ 
come a component part 
of our history. The fol¬ 
lowing account of this 
tragic occurrence, by Mr. 

A. Van Doren Honey- 
man, of Plainfield, New 
Jersey, which appeared 
in the October, 1918, is¬ 
sue of the Somerset 
County (New Jersey) 

Historical Quarterly, a 
magazine devoted ex¬ 
clusively to its local his¬ 
tory, biography and 
genealogy, has been re¬ 
printed as of particular 
interest because of its 
origin in the county of 
her birth. 

“ One hundred and 
forty-one years have 
elapsed since the ruth¬ 
less massacre by Indians 
of the Lamington girl, Jane (often more familiar¬ 
ly called Jennie) McCrea. During that period 
no history of the American Revolution has been 
published that did not either describe it or allude 
to it, and in scores of other books, and in hun¬ 
dreds, perhaps thousands, of newspaper articles, 
prose and verse have dwelt upon the virtues and 
supposed beauties of the Lamington maiden, and 
the cruel spirit which actuated the British Minis¬ 
try, under the German King, George III, in * com¬ 
pelling Burgoyne to enroll the Indians as his 
allies.’ It was the use of savages and Hessians 
in the Revolution which finally turned over many 
Tories to the support of the Patriot cause; and it 


was the cruel massacre of Jane McCrea in 1777 
that did more to nerve the arms of American 
soldiers than any one happening following the 
events at Lexington and Concord two years be¬ 
fore. 

“ In a sense the Fort 
Edward affair was a 
small one—a few lives 
lost; not merely so many 
as had been lost in many 
an Indian massacre in 
years prior to the Revo¬ 
lution—but it was as 
potent as any other one 
thing occurring during 
the War for welding to¬ 
gether the various ele¬ 
ments of the new-born na¬ 
tion against its mother- 
country. 

“ While no two early 
accounts of the death of 
the McCrea girl agree in 
all particulars, and later 
tradition has made still 
wider the gap between 
the probably true and 
quite certainly false, yet 
the writer believes, with 
(he painstaking New 
York State Historian, 
James Austin Holden, 
that certain facts are 
made out as facts, and 
longer discussion of them by historians are useless. 
Other supposed facts must always remain under 
eclipse. Mr. Holden’s father, a writer of local 
history, long ago began gathering up every scrap 
that could be found in public or private hands 
concerning the affair, and the son added to this 
material, and winnowed out much wheat from 
the chaff in a pamphlet of sixty-five pages pub¬ 
lished in 1913, being an amplification of an ad¬ 
dress delivered in 1912 before the New York 
State Historical Association, at Saratoga Springs. 
What follows is, in part, based upon this pamph¬ 
let, and in part upon other sources. 

"Our young Lamington girl (if a woman of at 



Miss McCrea’s body teas found near this 
tree which, in 1842, still stood on the side 
of a sandy ridge about eighty rods north 
of the village and near the road to Sandy 
Hill, now Hudson Falls. On it was in - 
scribed her name, with the date “ 1777,” 
and “Vo traveller passes this spot without 
spending a plaintive moment in contemplat¬ 
ing the untimely fate of youth and loveli¬ 
ness.” From Barbers Historical Collections 
of the State of Xcw York, published in 1842. 
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least twenty-three, possibly twenty-five years of 
age may properly be called a ‘girl’) must have 
been born, as was shown in the April (1918) 
Quarterly, at the latest in the year 1753. She 
was the sixth child, but second daughter, of Rev. 
James McCrea, the 1 founder and father ’ of the 
Lamington Presbyterian church. Iler mother 
died in 1755, when she was two, if not three 
years of age; and after another child (Stephen) 
had been born. Soon after a step-mother came 
in, and then the children of the first wife began 
to scatter, while children of the second wife came 
to take their places. We do not have even a tra¬ 
dition that there was any unpleasantness because 
of the change of mothers in this home. There 
may have been none. The fact is that the oldest 
brother of Jane, John McCrea, and the next 
brothers, William and James, and finally Stephen 
(born after Jane), all migrated to the State of 
New York, and naturally the young sister gravi¬ 
tated there, on visits or to remain permanently. 
She must have gone there a few years after her 
father’s death, which occurred in 1769. There 
seems to be no data whatever to show just when 
Jane went to live with' her brother, Colonel John, 
on the Northumberland farm, a few miles below 
Fort Edward, where we know she was in 1777. 
My theory is—although it is only a theory—that, 
having gone there at John’s invitation before the 
Revolutionary struggle broke out, she remained 
there, in part to escape the apparently greater 
dangers of the War which centered so much in 
Central New Jersey, though also, perhaps, be¬ 
cause the Jones family had settled there. But 
surmise as to the reasons must always remain a 
surmise. 

“ Of the Jones family, which had been a Lam¬ 
ington family during the pastorate of Rev. Mc¬ 
Crea, we know little, locally. We do not even 
know the name of the paternal head of the family. 
It is said he was a Welshman and had married 
a Sarah Dunham; a surname well known in 
Somerset and Middlesex counties. They had nine 
children: sons Jonathan, John, Daniel, Thomas, 
Dunham, Solomon and David; and two daughters. 
David was probably of about Jane McCrea’s age. 
It is believed they were schoolmates at the Burnt 
Mills schoolhouse, where so many bright boys and 
girls were educated in those and subsequent days, 
and where Jane certainly received her preliminary 
if not her entire education. It is also claimed 
that David and Jane became fond of each other 
in these school days, and it is likely. But this, 
also, cannot now be proven. 

“ Nor do we know just when the Jones family 
removed to the same region where Col. John Mc¬ 


Crea had his farm. It will be remembered (see 
April, 1918, Quarterly, p. 91), that Colonel John 
began the practice of law at Albany in 1764, 
married in 1766, and, about 1773, having given 
up his practice, settled as a farmer at Northum¬ 
berland, near Fort Edward. Later he seems to 
have seen military service under Gen. Richard 
Montgomerie. In this general vicinity the Jones 
family settled; rather families, for the third son, 
Daniel, had gone there several years before 1773, 
and had married a Deborah Wing, of Queensbury, 
and built saw and grist mills at Glens Falls. 
Perhaps the father of the family at Lamington 
had died before his widow, with some of her 
younger children, followed to where Daniel had 
gone; at all events ‘ Widow Jones ’ and some sons 
had located in the general region where Col. 
McCrea was living at the beginning of the Revo¬ 
lution; so it is likely the former acquaintance of 
David Jones and Jane was soon revived, but not 
necessarily with any immediate looking forward 
to a marriage. About the same time Jane be¬ 
came intimate with a young lady, Polly Hunter, 
who was living at Fort Edward with her grand¬ 
mother, a widow McNeil, and they were accus¬ 
tomed to intervisit. Fort Edward was but a few 
miles north of Northumberland. 

“With the breaking out of the War in 1775 
a difference in sentiment arose between the Mc¬ 
Crea families near Fort Edward and the Jones 
families. It could not have been otherwise. Col. 
McCrea was, of course, a patriot. The Jones 
family, perhaps because of Welsh blood, became 
Tories. Two of the Jones’ sons (Daniel and 
David), soon took up arms and became officers on 
the British side, David becoming captain of a 
company of his Tory neighbors and being as¬ 
signed to Peters’ (or Jessup’s) Corps of Rangers. 
So it happened that, in 1777, when Burgoyne’s 
army was advancing from the North down toward 
Saratoga, David Jones, as an officer, was with this 
army. 

“ There was printed in a ‘ Life of Jane McCrea ’ 
by Wilson, published in New York in 1852, a let¬ 
ter purporting to have been written by David 
Jones on July 11, 1777, sixteen days before the 
murder of Jane; a letter said to have been de¬ 
livered by a certain David Freel, as some state, 
or, as Stone, the historian, says, by a Robert 
Ayers. Unfortunately there is no proof such as 
we would like to possess as to who was the owner 
of this letter when it was printed. Hence grave 
doubts have been thrown over its authenticity. 
The letter is given below as published, and it can 
only be said now that it may have been genuine, 
or may have been forged by some one anxious to 
(Turn to Page 220) 
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Century of Progress 

Happenings of Interest in the History of Our Company in 1828, When DeWitt 
Clinton’s Famous Canal Was First Opened for Commerce 


T HAT the affairs of The Delaware and Hudson 
Company, both internally and insofar as 
public relations are concerned, have been 
so conducted that the Company enjoys the unique 
distinction of having a record of unbroken service 
of one hundred and five years’ standing should 
prove a source of pride to every man and woman 
in its service. Briefly, this means that for one 
hundred and five years the Company’s efforts and 
facilities have been devoted to the great public 
service of transporting people and freight, and, 
in turn, have provided a source of livelihood for 
many thousands of men and women who have 
entered its service. No other transportation com¬ 
pany has existed so long. 

This record was briefly noted in passing by the 
publication on the inside cover page of The Bulle¬ 
tin of April 15, last, of the Company’s coat of 
arms. “ The beginning of the story,” however, 
says A Century of Progress, the history of The 
Delaware and Hudson Company from 1823 to 1923, 
“goes back to the year 1814, nine years before 
‘ The President, Managers and Company of The 
Delaware and Hudson Canal Company ’ were in¬ 
corporated, since it was the search for anthracite 
occupying these years which led directly to the in¬ 
corporation in 1823.” The years intervening be¬ 
tween and inclusive of 1814 and 1829 were classi¬ 
fied by the author as “ Formative Years.” It was 
during these years that the many problems of or¬ 
ganization and finance were worked out and that 
the gravity road was built over the Moosic moun¬ 
tain, between Carbondale and Honesdale, Pa. It 
was also on August 29, 1829, our readers will re¬ 
member, that the Stourbridge Lion, the first rail¬ 
road locomotive to be used in America, made its 
famous trial run at Honesdale, and two months 
later, or on October 9, that the first load of coal 
passed over the road, thus crowning with success 
the efforts of those who had struggled so perse- 
veringly to connect the anthracite coal fields with 
the seaboard. 

All of those years, particularly from 1823 on, 
were eventful years, but none more so than 1828 
—just one hundred years ago—as a chronological 
resum6 of the year’s developments will show. 
These facts, which were gleamed from A Century 
of Progress, are as follows: 


January 16—John B. Jervis, chief engineer 
(second) 1827-1830, issued instructions to Hora¬ 
tio Allen, who had been delegated to England on 
a two-fold mission. He was instructed to purchase 
necessary iron for a railroad from Honesdale to 
Carbondale, and four locomotives. 

January 24—Mr. Allen sailed from New York to 
Liverpool. 

February 15—Mr. Allen arrived at Liverpool 
and six days later met George Stephenson with 
whom he established most agreeable relations. 

February 18—First recorded sale of Delaware 
and Hudson Canal Company stock on the New 
York Stock and Exchange Board, ten shares were 
sold at seventy-six dollars per share. 

February 29—Block of $100,000 New York 
state stock sold at auction at Merchant’s Ex¬ 
change. 

April 22—Canal began to function. On that 
date the Company’s collector at Eddyville issued 
a tidewater certificate showing the arrival of fif¬ 
teen boats and one raft, but there is no record 
showing from whence they came or what they 
carried. Canal open only Hudson Kiver to Dela¬ 
ware River, or Roundout to Port Jervis. 

May 30—Last block of state stock of the first 
New York state loan sold at Merchant’s Exchange. 

July 23—Managers authorized the construction 
of two packet boats for use on the canal, thereby 
instituting a public packet boat service. 

July 29—Mr. Allen advised that he closed with 
Robert Stephenson and Company of Newcastle, 
England, for one locomotive and with Foster, Ras- 
trick and Company, of Stourbridge, for three. 
These are recorded in history as the America, 
(Stephenson), Stourbridge Lion, Delaware and 
Hudson. 

August 2—Location and site of _ Company’s 
works at Rondout, given the name of “ Bolton,” in 
honor of John Bolton, first treasurer of the Com¬ 
pany, who, on January 21, 1826, had succeeded 
Philip Hone, first president, to that office. 

September 27—The Board of Managers directed 
President Bolton to sign a formal certificate of 
(Turn to Page 222) 
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From quiet home and first beginning , 

Out to the undiscovered ends. 

There's nothing worth the wear of winning 
But laughter and the love of friends. 

—Anonymous. 


See America First 

EE America first.” Such is the slogan of 
countless travel agencies, railroads and 
steamship companies over our entire na¬ 
tion. There is nothing anywhere else in the 
whole world which is not duplicated in America. 
We have water falls, mountains, lakes, plains, 
glaciers, everything a tourist would care to see. 
And what is more, we have myriad sights which 
no other country can boast. 

What railroad can boast any more alluring 
spots of scenery than our own? From Wilkes- 
Barre to Bouses Point, on all the branches the 
traveler is met with beautiful scenes. Starting 
out of Wilkes-Barre one sees the coal mining in¬ 
dustry in all its phases. The huge breakers, the 
diminutive “ lodes,” or locomotives hauling small 
cars of coal, the culm dumps, everything to do 
with the production of coal lies before you. 

Leaving the cities of the Wyoming Valley the 
train climbs to the top of Ararat mountain. 
Down the other side it takes its winding course 
in a huge horseshoe curve. One moment, you are 
on one side of the valley—the next far below on 
the other side. Soon the Susquehanna river 
comes into view. It is now quite wide. Miles 
below it passes through Wilkes-Barre half a mile 
wide, later emptying into the Chesapeake Bay. 
On up through the mountains, rising on each 
side with their green forests. 


Reaching Nineveh one might go to Bingham¬ 
ton, a busy city with its many railroads and in¬ 
dustries. To the northward lies Oneonta where 
our largest yards are located. Up the Coopers- 
town branch we travel. Pass Goodyear lake, the 
summer home of Onconta’s citizens, to Coopers- 
town, the home of James Fennimore Cooper, the 
renowned author. Here is Otsego lake with its 
wealth of historical points of interest. Here the 
first baseball game to be played in the United 
States was staged. Here the Susquehanna river 
finds its source. Just over the mountain lies 
historic Cherry Valley. It too, had its place in 
Revolutionary history. From the railroad cling¬ 
ing to the side of the mountains a panoramic 
view of one of the most picturesque valleys of 
our nation may be obtained. 

One might travel for days to the northward. 
Through Albany, capital city of the Empire State, 
to Lake George, Lake Champlain, Fort Ticon- 
deroga and other treasure spots of equal won¬ 
der. Thus our company will carry its passengers 
through the vacation-land of a continent. 

Is your friend contemplating a vacation 
abroad? Is he or she planning to go west or 
south for the summer? Why not induce him to 
spend his or her vacation in this, the playground 
of nature. Doubtless you will receive the undy¬ 
ing thanks of such persons for having opened to 
them a new and wonderful country. “ See Amer¬ 
ica First,” is a noble sentiment but in doing so 
be sure to see the Delaware and Hudson’s vaca¬ 
tion land of a continent first. 


'Practice Economy 

E continue reducing the national 
debt, and we are again reduc¬ 
ing national taxes. But ex¬ 
travagant borrowing continues to in¬ 
crease state, city and town debts and 
taxes. Every dollar of interest on any 
kind of a public bond is another dollar 
in taxes; and every dollar in taxes is 
another dollar that comes out of the 
people in increased cost of living. 

All the economy cannot be practiced 
by the housewife and the national gov¬ 
ernment. Look out for the waste be¬ 
tween the home unit and the national 
unit.— Frederick Palmer, in The Amer¬ 
ican Legion Weekly. 
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T^adio On Canadian Trains 

In Addition to Every Other Modern Convenience and Luxury, Radio Sets Are Now 
Installed For the Pleasure of Their Thousands of Patrons 


J UST when it seems that everything imaginable 
has been provided for the comfort and even 
the luxury of the traveling public along comes 
the Canadian National Railways with continuous 
radio service as a part of its standard equipment. 
All the transcontinental trains, and several of the 
other principal trains of these railways are 
equipped with radio receiving sets, headphones 
and loud speakers, and arrangements are being 
completed for adding similar equipment to all 
important trains of the system. In this way pas¬ 
sengers on the long journey across the continent 
are kept in touch with the events of the day. 
World news and enjoyable concerts from many of 
the important cities in the United States and 
Canada are received daily through these instru¬ 
ments while the trains are in motion. 

The Canadian National was the first, and still 
is the only railway system in the world to adopt 
radio as a part of the regular service of trans¬ 
portation. A chain of broadcasting stations 
radiating information and entertainment north 
and south, east and west across the continent 
has been established with powerful links in Monc¬ 
ton, Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, Winni¬ 
peg, Regina, Saskatoon, Calgary, Edmonton and 
Vancouver. This radio service is the outgrowth 
of careful experimentation, much thought and a 
lot of hard work. 

Radio experimentation on the Canadian Na¬ 
tional extends back to October, 1902, when Sir 
Ernest Rutherford, world famous expert of the 
atomic theory, then a professor at McGill Uni¬ 
versity, Montreal, carried out successfully the 
transmission of signals by wireles to a moving 
train on the Grand Trunk System between Toronto 
and Montreal. The Grand Trunk System is now 
part of the Canadian National Railways. That 
was the first occasion on which signals had been 
transmitted successfully to a moving train. 

It was early in the summer of 1923 that radio 
on the Canadian National Railway really came 
into being. A special party of influential citizens 
from New York and vicinity was on its way 
across Canada on a special train. It was decided 
as a novelty to broadcast to the members of the 
party a message of welcome to the dominion as 


the train left Montreal, and to tell them some¬ 
thing of the scenic treats in store for them. The 
observation car of their train was fitted with a 
receiving set and W. D. Roth, vice president of 
the Canadian National Railways, who is keenly 
interested from a scientific standpoint, delivered 
the address into the microphone. The experiment 
was successful beyond all anticipations and in 
that moment the radio service of the Canadian 
National Railways was born. 

Mr. Robb then organized a new department and 
developed the general policy. He gathered about 
him several capable engineers and the foundation 
was laid. The development then proceeded along 
two related plans, one for equipping trains and 
the other for organizing and establishing broad¬ 
casting stations. Radio receiving sets were placed 
on several trains as part of the standard equip¬ 
ment, and this was increased gradually until the 
entire transcontinental system embodied this 
equipment as a necessary standard. 

Difficulty was experienced at first in getting the 
types of sets necessary for successful reception of 
concerts on board a moving train, but this diffi¬ 
culty has been overcome and today all of the six¬ 
teen transcontinental trains needed for the east¬ 
ward and westward daily movement of passengers 
between Montreal and Vancouver have been 
equipped with receiving sets. The evening train 
operating between Montreal and Quebec has been 
equipped; “ The Confederation ” which operates 
between Toronto and Vancouver; “The Interna¬ 
tional Limited,” between Montreal and Chicago; 
“ The Inter-City Limited ” between Montreal and 
Toronto; “The Ocean Limited” between Mon¬ 
treal and Halifax; “ The Acadian ” between 
Montreal and Halifax, and parlor cars on the run 
from St. John to Halifax. 

Eventually every important train on the system 
will have radio receiving sets. These are placed 
in the compartment-observation cars on the trans¬ 
continental route and on the parlor-library car of 
other trains. The cars are fitted with a number 
of individual headphones as well as loud speaker 
so that when it is not advisable to use the loud 
speaker, those desiring to listen may do so 
through the phones. 
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There was another important feature to be con¬ 
sidered, All the various broadcasting stations used 
different letters, none of which had any relation¬ 
ship to the railway. It was discovered that 
Morocco was then using the call letters CNR and 
as these letters happened to be initial letter of 
each of the words that make up the name of the 
Canadian National Railways, it was decided to 
ask Morocco to relinquish these call letters to the 
company. A number of difficulties were met and, 
for a time it was thought the plan would fail, 
but the cooperation of the federal government of 
Canada, the British foreign office and the French 
government proved successful, and the Canadian 
National Railways received permission to use the 
call letters CNR. To these was added another 
letter indicative of the location of the station, 
Montreal as ONRM; Ottawa CNRO; Winnipeg 
GNRW; Calgary CNRC and so forth. Difficulty 
arose in the case of Moncton where, had the same 
plan been carried out, the call letters would have 
clashed with Montreal. It was decided therefore, 
to name the Moncton station CNRA, the “A” 
symbolizing the Atlantic Region of the Canadian 
National Railways of which Moncton is the head¬ 
quarters. 

There is a definite policy behind all this of 
which music and entertainment form only a part. 
The big idea lies in the dissemination of informa¬ 
tion about Canada calculated to attract the at- 
tenton of capital, of settlers and tourists. Every 
program includes a brief address written with, 
this end in view. Officers of the radio depart¬ 
ment conservatively estimate the nightly audience 
at more than two million, and the traffic and 
colonization departments attest to the efficacy of 
radio in requests for further information as to 
holiday resorts and opportunities offered young 
men in Canada. 

The radio department has cooperated in na¬ 
tional welfare campaigns of various character. 
The radio also has a special value in the admin¬ 
istration of the railroad. The system comprises 
more than 23,000 miles of operated track and 
touches every province, every capital and every 
important city and town. It will be readily con¬ 
ceived that some difficulties are experienced by 
those charged with the administration of the 
property in maintaining that personal touch with 
all officers and employes which is essential in 
assuring the success of the enterprise. It is be¬ 
yond the ability of a human being to meet per¬ 
sonally every member of such a far-flung organi¬ 
zation whose members on occasion number more 
than 110,000. In surmounting this difficulty the 
radio has played its part. At regular intervals 


officers of the company, including the president 
and his executives, talk to officers and their 
employes from a broadcasting station. The re¬ 
sult has been a strengthening of morale. The 
development of an intimacy between distant but 
co-related portions of the system, and a general 
improvement, in service, in every department 
throughout the Dominion of Canada. 

It won’t be long now. Soon it will be possible 
for every Pullman passenger to hop or climb into 
his more-or-less bed, clamp the phones to his 
eager ears, and drift blissfully off to Slumber- 
land as he listens to liis customary bedtime story 
just as if he were at home. Isn’t it wonderful? 

— Transportation. 


drains, Stop, Look, Listen! 

REVENT grade crossing accidents by mak¬ 
ing trains come to a full stop before enter¬ 
ing a trunk line highway. This plan is 
proposed in Western Michigan. It will receive 
the attention of the State Utilities Commission 
soon. The plan would not apply to all railroads 
in Michigan, but those lines in Western Michigan 
where two or three trains a day are the maxi¬ 
mum. 

Because of bus and truck competition, train 
service on some of the roads in Western and 
Northern Michigan has been curtailed to one or 
two accommodation trains a day. Motorists can 
travel the highway for days over certain cross¬ 
ings without seeing a train. Thus they become 
careless. On the other hand, hundreds of motor¬ 
ists who use precaution at all crossings must 
slow down and watch for trains, trains which do 
not come for hours, and then only accommodation 
trains of many freight cars and one passenger 
coach. 

Two children were killed and five others in¬ 
jured seriously in a grade crossing accident on 
the Pentwater branch of the Pere Marquette, near 
Whitehall, a week ago. Only two trains operate 
over this line and no schedule is maintained. On 
the other hand the trunk line highway, U. 8. 31, 
also known as the West Michigan Pike, carries 
a constant stream of traffic, especially during the 
resort season. 

Many of these crossings are dangerous, es¬ 
pecially in the summer when trees hide the view 
of the approaching trains. Under the plan ad¬ 
vanced the trains would come to a stop before 
entering the trunk line highway, and the respon¬ 
sibility would be placed on the steam road, rather 
than on the motorists. 
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Infected Injuries 


O VER thirteen per cent of all injuries caused 
by industrial accidents in New York State 
became infected during the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1027, according to a recent report 
of the New York State Department of Labor. The 
cost of infected cases was twice that of non- 
infected cases, the former averaging $188 as com¬ 
pared to $93 for the latter. 

Experience shows that a large percentage of 
infected cases develop from minor injuries which 
are neglected because of their trivial nature. The 
serious injury usually receives immediate atten¬ 
tion, whereas the slight cut or scratch is forgotten 
until soreness and infection develop. A few min¬ 
utes taken in visiting the medical department or 
individuals in charge of the department first aid 
kit usually remove all possibility of infection. 
Yet in the accident records of many companies 
may be found cases in which an employe has died 
following a slight scratch on the leg by a piece 
of wire, a small knife cut on the finger or a nail 
puncture on the foot, which later became infected 
due to lack of first aid treatment. Medical au¬ 
thorities have proved conclusively that a pin prick 
is sufficiently large to permit entrance into the 
system of germs, millions of which are constantly 
present upon the skin. 

The treatment that is necessary is extremely 
simple. In many cases the doctor or first aid 
room attendant dresses the wound and merely 
applies iodine or mercuroclirome. The difficulty 
lies, however, in convincing the employe that 
every injury should be treated, regardless of 
severity, and that aid should be sought volun¬ 
tarily. As in all other matters affecting per¬ 
sonnel, the Management must take the lead and 
show what it expects of each individual. Many 
companies are preventing infections by holding 


departmental supervisors responsible for seeing 
that first aid treatment is received, even for 
trivial injuries, by employes under their direc¬ 
tion. To encourage employe interest, first aid 
posters, mass meetings addressed by the general 
manager or superintendent and bulletin board 
and house organ publicity are being used with 
good results. Moreover, industry has demon¬ 
strated that if first aid facilities are to be used, 
they must be accessible. The first aid room must 
be maintained in a clean and orderly condition, 
with ample light and attractive equipment. If 
installed in some dingy, remote corner of the 
plant, employes will seldom visit it. 

The experience of a large New York City de¬ 
partment store illustrates how successfully in¬ 
fections may be stopped when given careful study 
by the management. This company maintained 
an excellently equipped medical department upon 
an upper floor but had been unable to control an 
increasing number of infectious cases among the 
sales force, largely because of finger pricks from 
the pins in price tickets. Upon observation it 
was learned that the salesgirls hesitated to leave 
their work to have an injury dressed because of 
the inaccessibility of the hospital. Many injuries 
were not reported, with the result that infections 
followed. To remedy this condition a first aid 
kit was placed in each department in charge of 
a competent employe, who was trained by a store 
nurse to give proper treatment and was asked to 
examine all cases daily thereafter to determine 
whether the injury demanded additional atten¬ 
tion by the medical department. Arrangements 
were made to keep a record of all treatments and 
to have a member of the medical department make 
a weekly examination of all cases. The plan has 
practically eliminated infection. 


‘P/ease Remit 

ONY STRABER’S warning to automobile 
owners is this: When driving your car 
into a railroad train be careful not to 
damage the locomotive. 

Tony’s car and a Grand Trunk train were in¬ 
volved in an argument over the right of way at 
Western avenue and 140th street, Chicago, last 
November. The automobile wound up in a ditch 
in a status described by wreck writers as “ twisted 
wreckage.’ 

Tony, unhurt, started to tell the engineer a 


few things but the engineer got hot under the 
collar. 

“ Look where you're going,” the engineer said, 
“ and quit bumping into my engine. You haven’t 
heard the last of this. I’m going to tell the 
manager.” 

Apparently he did. Yesterday Tony got a let¬ 
ter from the Grand Trunk railroad. It made no 
mention of his automobile, confining itself to the 
following curt sentence: 

“ Enclosed please find bill for $29.18 for dam¬ 
age to our locomotive, number 6038.” 
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JXCutdtr of Jane McCrea 

(Continued from Page 214 ) 
keep up the general romance. Mr. Holden neither 
vouches for nor places doubt upon it, but merely 
declares * it is said ’ a ‘ certain David Freel 
.... brought this letter to the maiden ’: 

‘ Skeensboro, July 11th, 1777. 

‘Dear Friend: I have the opportunity to send 
you this by William Ramsey, hoping through 
Freel it will come safe to hand. Since last writ¬ 
ing, Ty has been taken, and we have had a battle, 
which no doubt you have been informed of before 
this. Through God’s mercy I escaped destruc¬ 
tion, and am well at this place, thanks be to Him. 
The rebels cannot recover from the blow that has 
been struck, and no doubt the war will now soon 
end. Such should be the prayer of all of us. 
Dear Jenny, I do not forget you though much 
there is to distract in these days, and hope I am 
remembered by you as formerly. In a few days 
we will march to Ft. Edward, for which I am 
anxious, where I shall have the happiness to 
meet you, after long absence. I hear from Isaac 
Vaughn, who has just come in, that the people 
on the river are moving to Albany. I hope if 
your brother John goes you will not go with him, 
but stay at Mrs. McNeil’s, to whom and Miss 
Hunter give my dutiful respects. There I will 
join you. My dear Jenny, these are sad times, 
but I think the war will end this year, as the 
rebels cannot hold out, and will see their error. 
By the blessings of Providence I trust we shall 
yet pass many years together in peace. Shall 
write on every occasion that offers, and hope to 
find you at Mrs. Me. No more at present—but 
believe me yours aff’tly till death. 

‘ David Jones.’ 

“According to Appleton’s ' Cyclopedia of Ameri¬ 
can Biography’ (Vol. 4, p. 96), the following is 
a condensed statement of the facts as to the 
massacre; although the writer is careful to say 
‘ No event, either in ancient or modern history, 
has received more versions than that of her 
death,’ which is very true: 

“ ‘ The facts appear to be as follows. David 
Jones, her lover, an officer in Burgoyne’s army, 


then lying four miles from Fort Edward, sent 
a party of Indians under Duluth, a half breed, 
to escort his betrothed to the British camp, 
where they were to be at once married by Chap¬ 
lain Brudenell, Lady Harriet and Madame 
Riedesel having goodnaturedly consented to grace 
the nuptials by their presence. Duluth, having, 
arrived within a quarter of a mile of the house 
of a Mrs. McNeil (where Jane was waiting) 
halted in the woods until he should be joined by 
her by preconcerted arrangement. Meanwhile 
another body of Indians from the English camp, 
under LcLoup, a fierce Wyandotte chief, returned 
from a marauding expedition, drove in a scout of 
Americans, and, stopping on their return at Mrs. 
McNeil’s, took her and Jane captive, with the 
intention of bringing them into the British camp. 
On their way back they encountered Duluth’s 
party, when the half-breed claimed Jane as being 
under his protection. LeLoup being unwilling to 
deliver his prisoner, wishing the honor of being 
her escort—high words ensued between the two 
leaders, when LeLoup, enraged at being opposed, 
in a fit of violent passion shot her through the 
heart. Then, having scalped his victim, he car¬ 
ried the reeking scalp into the British camp, 
where it was immediately recognized by its long 
and beautiful hair by Mrs. McNeil, who, having 
been separated from Jane before the catastrophe, 
had arrived at Burgoyne’s headquarters a little 
in advance.’ 

“ Col. John McCrea was in charge of local 
troops at this time, and, on the approach of Bur- 
goyne, desired Jane to go to Albany for safety. 
She declined, but went, instead, to the widow 
Jones’ house, and then to Mrs. McNeil’s at Fort 
Edward. Whether this gave rise to the tra¬ 
ditional report later that she expected to meet 
Captain Jones at or near Fort Edward we do not 
know, but the story gains in probability as she 
went North to Fort Edward instead of South to 
Albany. It is a pity, as Mr. Holden states, not 
to be able to say that the romance thrown around 
this part of Jane’s career is certainly founded on 
fact, but history ought not to deal in guesses, 
unless they are plainly so labeled. 

(To bo concluded in Next Issue ) 


G IVE us, 0 give us the man who sings at his work. Be his occupation what it 
mag, he is equal to any of those who follow the same pursuit in silent sullen¬ 
ness. Be will do more in the same time, he will do it better, he will persevere 

longer. 

One is scarcely sensible to fatigue while he marches to music. The very stars are 
said to make harmony as they revolve in their spheres .— Cablyee. 
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Police Hold Annual Shoot 


Great Improvement Shown This Year Over Previous Years, Which Proves Their 
Ability as Marksmen, Together With Much Added Interest 


E VERY day of the year millions of dollars 
worth of merchandise and more sizeable 
freight are being transported by the rail¬ 
roads of our nation. Other equipment in yards 
.and out on the lines represent investments of 
«ven larger amounts. The problem of protecting 
them from theft and interference is a mammoth 
job. It is for this purpose that we have our 
police forces. 


PlERSO.N made the wonderful total of 188 points 
out of a possible 200, which is a fine record. His 
last string of five shots at fifty yards was a par¬ 
ticularly fine exhibition of shooting, for the reason 
that he scored a total of forty-eight out of a pos¬ 
sible of fifty. Patrolman Daiu.ino shot a total of 
173 on the revolver course, which, as can be seen, 
gave Sergeant Pierson a lead of fifteen points 
over Darling at this stage of the contest. 


It is very seldom that a police officer is forced 
to use his gun, and yet he must be prepared at 
Any time to do so and when he does to be able 
to handle it in an effective manner. With a view 
of stimulating efficiency along those lines a con¬ 
test was held at the Rensselaerwyck Rifle Range, 
Thursday, May 24, 1928, for the Tabor Loree- 
Collins Cup, with the following results: 


Revolver Rifle Total 


.No. 1 Darling, H. A. 

No. 2 Pierson, S. N. 

No. 3 Masko, B. R. 

No. 4 MacIntyre, C. B.. . . 

No. 5 Stone, J. C. 

No. 6 Hentz, N. R. 

No. 7 Greuner, S. 

No. 8 Pennington, L. B.. . 
No. 9 Hooghkerk, H. W... 

No. 10 Hanscom, J. S. 

No. 11 Abel, O. B. 

No. 12 Donovan, R. A. 

No. 13 Kilmer, H. N. 

No. 14 Fox, W. D. 

No. 15 Swarts, J. J. 

No. 16 Van Bergen, W. A.. 

No. 17 Brehm, R. W. 

No. 18 Thiessen, W. H. 

No. 19 Rasmussen, C. C... 


173 91 264 

188 74 262 

169 89 258 

179 78 257 

173 76 249 

165 82 247 

160 85 245 

160 85 245 

155 77 232 

149 77 226 

163 62 225 

149 75 224 

159 63 222 

149 71 220 

152 60 212 

139 65 204 

136 57 193 

143 40 183 

110 58 168 


This shoot was particularly interesting for the 
reason that Darling and Pierson were within two 
points of each other, Pierson leading, at the time 
the contestants went to the five hundred yard po¬ 
sition. It was at this point that Darling’s su¬ 
perior work with the rifle gave him the decision. 


The high score this year was three points higher 
than the high score of 1927. The total scores of 
the first sixteen men this year was noticeably 
higher than the sixteen men who fired in 192.7, 
and shows that considerable improvement has 
been made, particularly with the revolver. 


This contest was conducted in a military man¬ 
ner and the men who scored and marked, as well 
as the contestants, are to be commended for the 
splendid discipline which prevailed all during the 
match. 

On May 12, the first and second teams of the 
D. & H. Pistol and Rifle Club of Pennsylvania met 
in competition on the outdoor range at Wilkes- 
Barre. The following are the scores of this 
match: 


N. R. Hentz.. 
H. N. IClImer. 
A. M. Heath . . 
Stern Greuner. 
A. M. .Tones... 


FIRST TEAM 
Slow Time Fire 
Fire 20 sec. 

41 45—40 

42 40—40 

38 37—35 

34 36—40 


Rapid Fire 
10 sec. Total 

31—40 197 

36—30 188 

30—39 179 

24—38 172 

16—37 140 


Team Total 876 


SECOND TEAM 


S. N. Pierson. 

F. S. White. .. 

G. P. Berry. .. 
A. Minorick... 
R. M. Parkins. 


Slow Time Fire 
Fire 20 sec. 

42 43—34 

37 41—38 

35 39—28 

39 30—40 

30 33—32 


Rapid Fire 
10 sec. Total 

32—35 186 

31— 25 172 

28—33 163 

32— 21 162 

35—29 159 


Team Total 842 


The following acted as Judges at the match: 
Major John W. Foos, U. S. A. Inf., D. O. L.; 
Capt. John Burns, U. S. A. Inf., I). O. L., and 
Major John P. Butler, 105th Inf., X. Y. N. G. 

Likewise on May 12, the D. & H. Pistol and 
Rifle Club competed with the Wilkes-Barre Rifle 
Club on the Wilkes-Barre out-door range, the 


The revolver course was fired first. Sergeant scores were as follows: 
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WILKES-BARRE RIFLE CLUB 

Slow Time Fire Rapid Fire 

Fire 20 sec. 10 sec. Total 

L. Gratcofsky. 48 45—45 41—46 225 

Harry Frohm. 40 40—47 41—43 211 

Harry Russ... 46 46—45 38—32 207 

Frank Frohm. 37 46—41 42—40 206 

George Ream. 38 32—38 37—33 178 

Team Total 1027 

D. & H. POLICE PISTOL AND RIFLE CLUB 
Slow Time Fire Rapid Fire 

Fire 20 sec. 10 sec. Total 

N. R. Hentz.. 41 46—40 31—40 197 

H. N. Kilmer. 42 40—40 36—30 188 

S. N. Pierson. 42 43—38 32—35 186 

A. M. Heath.. 38 37—35 30—39 179 

S. Greuner 34 36—40 24—38 172 

Team Total 922 

The Wilkes-Barre team have won honors at the 
Camp Perry National Matches and are known 
as one of the best small bore shooting clubs in 
the east. To be defeated by them is no disgrace; 
to come as close to them as our team did is an 
accomplishment. The interest displayed in this 
form of contest seems to be growing and it is in¬ 
deed a worthy aim. 

Jt Century of Progress 

( Continued from Page 2 15) 
completion of the canal and forward it to the 
governor of Pennsylvania. 

September 27—Celebration committee consisting 
of Philip Hone and Rufus L. Lord appointed in 
anticipation of the early opening of the canal. 

October 10—Letters addressed to Senate and 
Assembly of New York, requesting appointment 
of committees to accompany, with the Managers, 
from Honesdale, Pa., the first boats loaded with 
coal that would pass through the canal. The in¬ 
vitation, however, was not accepted, for the As¬ 
sembly, on October 11, refused to amend its usual 
rules so as to permit such participation. 

October 10—The “ Orange Packet,” the first 
boat to navigate the canal for its entire length of 
108 miles, cleared Roundout with a party of 
Managers who were tendered a public reception 
upon their arrival at Honesdale. 

October 20—Locomotive America shipped from 
Newcastle-on-Tyne to London by ship “ Young 
Husband.” 

November 5—Ordered five tons of rail already 
received from England shipped from Port Jervis 
to New York for use on the Baltimore and Ohio. 

November 19—First squadron of boats, laden 
with rail and machinery for the railroad, reached 
Honesdale. 


November 24—License issued by the Governor 
of Pennsylvania authorizing collection of tolls on 
canal in Pennsylvania. 

December 5—Squadron of boats from Honesdale 
arrived at Roundout. The first had ten tons of 
anthracite aboard, and ten others similarly laden 
followed in line. 

December 10—First cargo of Lackawanna coal 
via canal reached New York City in sloop Tolera¬ 
tion.” 

December 17—Price of coal brought through 
canal and delivered to individuals in New York 
City fixed at $10.50 per caldron. 

His Friends Are Legion 

I Continued from Page 2 ) 2 ) 
much so that they have to be run “ down in the 
corner ” in order to get over the road, and the 
motive-power department naturally feels that 
when an engine can be kept out of the shop for 
three years under such treatment as this it is 
well built.” 

This engine was used, with Mr. Hotaling at 
the throttle, in extra passenger service out of 
Oneonta. On one occasion there was no other 
locomotive to take care of the train which cor¬ 
responded to No. 308 of today, out of Albany. 
Mr. Hotaling was sent there with the 257 to take 
care of this train. A group of men sat up on the 
wall adjacent to the station in Albany and razzed 
him roundly on this occasion. As he puts it he 
“ got hot under the collar ” and decided that he 
would show them a thing or two. He told Will 
Bailey to get a lot of steam on her while he went 
down and got the sand loosened up in the sand 
pipes. That was in the days before the air 
sanders. 

When he got the signal to go ahead he put her 
down in the corner and hauled the train out of 
there at a great rate. After that the “Albany 
gang ” had little or nothing to say to him about 
the 257. 

Mr. Hotaling was united in marriage with Miss 
Hattie A. Smith, May 24, 1884. To them two 
children have been born. A daughter resides at 
White Plains, N. Y. A son is employed in the 
office of the Division Freight and Agent Passengei 
at Oneonta. 

He is a member of the Delaware and Hudson 
Veterans’ Association, Masons, Brotherhood of 
Railroad Enginemen, and attends the Presbyterian 
Church at Oneonta. 
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Clicks from the Rails 


Soft July Fourth 

Trolley barn mechanics in 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., have found 
a way to keep juvenile cele- 
brators of Independence day 
from annoying passengers on 
the trolley cars. 

A small boy, a torpedo or 
dynamite cap, and a trolley car 
present a combination with 
startling possibilities,—startling 
to passengers on the trolley oar 
at least. No damage is done in 
the car, but the noise caused by 
detonation of the cap is terrify¬ 
ing and instances are on record 
where women have fainted from 
fright at the sound of the ex¬ 
plosion. 

Trolley car wheels in Pough¬ 
keepsie, however, will explode 
no caps or torpedoes this year. 
Heavy canvas dusters or brush¬ 
es will be hung just in front of 
the wheels on each side of the 
car. These canvas flaps brush 
from the tracks any caps or tor¬ 
pedoes which have been placed 
there. The plan was tried out 
as an experiment last year and 
proved so successful that it was 
adopted as a permanent Fourth 
of July precaution. 


«A£o Accidents in 18 Years 

The Charleston & Western 
Carolina Railway has filed with 
the Interstate Commerce Com¬ 
mission a brief asking that it be 
eliminated from the scope and 
terms of any order to install 
automatic train control devices 
or automatic block signals as a 
result of a recent investigation. 

The railroad says that it has 
only one strictly passenger train 
each way daily, except for 25 
miles of its line where it has 
two passenger trains and that 
in 30 years’ history it has never 
killed a passenger. 

“ In fact,” recites the brief, 
" during that time we have had 
only one collision that could 
perhaps have been prevented by 
automatic train control, and 
that was some 18 years ago. 
The cost of installation would 
be prohibitive as applied to our 
lines.” 


’Crain Holds Up Bootlegger 

A freight train held up a driver 
at the Furnace Street crossing 
at North Adams, Mass., recently 
just long enough for him to fall 
in the hands of the local police 
who say they found 358 bottles 
of Canadian ale in his automo¬ 
bile. 


Child Run Over Lives 

After having been run over 
by a passenger train, Obvey 
Wright, three years old, is not 
even scratched. 

The child wandered from its 
home a short distance from the 
railroad tracks. When the 
train passed on its run Engi¬ 
neer C. B. Oliver saw in the 
middle of the track what he 
thought was a bundle but which 
he soon discovered was a sleep¬ 
ing child. 

The brakes were jammed on, 
but the train could not be 
stopped until it had passed over 
the child. Dashing back to the 
rear of the train. Engineer Oli¬ 
ver found not a mangled form 
of a child, but. a crying baby 
sitting on the track. A doctor 
pronounced the child unharmed. 


Hung by Pants AU Night 

The sword of Damocles hung 
over his head by a single thread 
and Damocles prayed that the 
thread would hold. Mike Mar- 
tlnelli, a railroad fireman, hung 
for three hours by the seat of 
his trousers over San Francisco 
bay and prayed with equal 
earnestness that those threads, 
too, would hold. 

Mike wandered off the end of 
a pier. By the law of averages 
he would have fallen into the 
bay and probably would have 
been drowned. But his trousers 
caught on a sharp spike, and 
there he hung. 

The fire department finally 
rigged up a derrick and hoisted 
him to safety. 


&Ccro Station at Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mayor Schwab, of Buffalo, 
visited the new ofllce of the 
Canadian National Railways in 
Buffalo on the opening day and 
expressed the opinion that Buf¬ 
falo can now boast the finest 
ticket office in America. The 
new office is located on Main 
Street and is in the heart of 
the shopping district. 


Human Snake 51£ou> ‘Railroader 
P. 6. Pendergast, clerk for 
the Pennsylvania at Lucknow, 
Pa., entered the railway service 
from a highly unusual profes¬ 
sion. Pendergast was formerly 
a contortionist in vaudeville, 
where he was billed as “ The 
Human Snake.” 


Employes Errors Costly 

Employes’ errors in handling 
freight on the principal rail¬ 
roads of the country last year 
cost these roads one million dol¬ 
lars. The entire freight loss 
and damage bill of 190 rail¬ 
roads, representing 95 per cent 
of the rail mileage in the United 
States, was 138,713,059, a half 
million dollars more than in 
1926. 

Rough handling continues to 
be the source of the largest 
claims from shippers. Damages 
paid on this score amounted to 
over one quarter of the year’s 
loss and damage bill. In money, 
the railroads lost $10,342,269 
from careless handling of ship¬ 
ments entrusted to their care. 

If employes could eliminate 
errors and careless handling of 
freight, the savings would make 
a nice little addition to the rail¬ 
roads’ profits, a thing in which 
employes and employe-stock¬ 
holders are vitally interested. 


H)and Speeds ‘Courists 

Tourists traveling through 
Arica, Chile, are speeded on 
their journey to the martial 
tunes of a military band. Some 
years ago a local official bade 
farewell to a party of distin¬ 
guished tourists in this manner 
and for some unknown reason 
the custom of thus seeing them 
oft has endured and even today 
each party of tourists is speeded 
on their way in this unique way. 
No one seems to know why the 
custom is not discontinued as 
there is no special reason for it. 
However, it does tend to im¬ 
press upon the memories of the 
guests the good will of the vil¬ 
lage folk. Perhaps in that 
there is some value. 


Fast Trains In Germany 

As the result of recent tests 
through the Luneberger Heide, 
on the line between Hamburg 
and Lehrte, exceptionally power¬ 
ful engines were used in hauling 
express trains at a speed of 100 
kilometers per hour. These tests 
showed that the operation of 
trains at this speed would be 
successful, and during the sum¬ 
mer express trains on this line 
will be operated at an average 
speed of 100 kilometers per 
hour, especially as the right of 
way in this district is in excep¬ 
tionally good condition. 
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Cross Crossings Courteously! 

C ROSS Crossings Courteously. E&ch year 
a new slogan is adopted (or the mo¬ 
toring public to follow as it tur,ns its 
mind to field and stream, to mountains, 
valleys and plains in quest of relaxation 
from the daily routine of cjty and rural life. 
Vacation time is upon us. Again the time 
is come when we cast aside our daily toil 
and seek refuge in the folds of nature 

Motoring is not confined to any set sched¬ 
ule. The motorist may go and come as he 
pleases, remain in one place if his fancy 
likes it, continue if displeased. Such is the 
lure of motoring. Yet crossing the beaten 
highways here and there are danger zones, 
where the road and railroad meet. 

At these points observe the slogan of 
1928. Be courteous to those with you, 
courteous to their safety, to your sacred 
trust. Be courteous to the man in the cab 
whose eagle eye is mii\dful of the danger 
ever lurking at the grade crossing. Re¬ 
member then, motorists all, Cross Crossings 
Courteously. 
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c&he Republic 

(From " "Che Building of the Ship*') 
fBv HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW 

• 8 ? 

HOU, too, sail on, O Ship of State I 
Sail on, O Union, strong and great ! 
Humanity With all its fears, 

With all the hope of future years. 

Is hanging breathless on thy fate : 

We know what Master laid thy keel, 

What Workman wrought thy ribs of steel, 
Who made each mast, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat. 

In what a forge and rohat a heat 
Were shaped the anchors of thy hope ! 

Fear not each sudden sound and shock, 

‘Tis of the wave and not the rock; 

’Tis but the flapping of the sail, 

And not a rent made by the gale I 
In spite of rock and tempest’s roar, 

In spite of false lights on the shore, 

Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea ! 

Our hearts, our hopes are all with thee, 

Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o’er our fears, 

A re all with thee — are all with thee ! 
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Chose to Work on Mallets 

Jlfler Years of Continuous Service With Our Company, Veteran Rounds Out Eight 
Years of Service On Huge Helper Engines Out of Carbondale, Pa. 


W E are told, in the Bible, that man’s al¬ 
lotted span of life is three score years 
and ten. Fifty-five years ago, or to be 
exact, in June, 1873, Joseph N. Wii-cox was first 
employed by our gravity road, at Carbondale, 
Pa., as a laborer. 

He began work under 
Richard Kellough, track 
foreman. Four months 
later he was transferred 
to a position assisting 
in laying the pipe from 
Number three on the 
gravity road to the reser¬ 
voir which furnished the 
only water supply for 
the city of Carbondale 
at that time. That job 
was finished in four or 
five weeks’ time and he 
then went to the trans¬ 
fer pockets, where the 
coal was transferred 
from the small mine cars 
to the larger gondolas, 
where he worked under 
George Porter. 

From that position he 
was transferred to the 
position of taking charge 
of the shop engine and 
boilers in the machine 
shop under Master Me¬ 
chanic Pierce Butler. In 
January 1887 he joined the ranks of locomotive 
firemen and from then forward, his life was filled 
with narrow escapes and harrowing adventures. 

Memory fails him to tell us the exact date of 
the most thrilling experience of his entire career, 
yet he can say with confidence that it was in 


December of either 1889 or 1890 that he was act¬ 
ing as fireman on the return trip to Carbondale 
from Nineveh. Approaching Reilly’s Cut he 
noticed and called the attpntion of the engineman 
to some steam rising just the other side of the 
Cut, At first the en- 
gineman thought that 
the steam was from the 
Erie Railroad in the vi¬ 
cinity but soon he too 
was convinced that it 
was a train coming north 
on the same track as they 
were on. He shut off the 
steam, and hardly had he 
done so when a train 
flashed around the curve 
and was upon them. 
There was no time for 
anything but to think of 
their personal safety and 
this they all did. 

There were four men 
on that engine when the 
train came around the 
bend. The engineman 
hesitated only to shut off 
the throttle and then 
followed the other three 
off of the tender and 
down the bank beside the 
right of way. On the 
rear of the train, it be¬ 
ing a local freight, there 
was a passenger coach filled with passengers. 
The on-coming train was only about two or three 
engine lengths from them when they saw it. 
Those on the other engine were not so fortunate. 
They didn’t have time to get off. The engineman, 
on one of the “ camel back ” engines miraculously 
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escaped death. The unfortunate fireman, a man 
by the name of Chase, however, was trapped be¬ 
tween the tender and locomotive, lie was taken 
from the wreckage, barely alive, and taken to a 
nearby farmhouse, where he died a fe\v moments 
later. 

It was not long before the wreckers arrived on 
the scene. The cab was completely torn from the 
engine on which Mr. Wilcox had been riding a 
few moments before. It so happened that the 
fireman on the wrecking outfit was a brother of 
the fireman who died in the collision. It fell 
upon Mb. Wilcox, therefore, to fire for the wreck¬ 
ers until the wreck was cleared up. “ That was 
indeed a long night,” says Mr. Wilcox. He had 
left home at three o’clock the previous morning, 
and it was nearly midnight when he again got in. 

In those days a man surely worked for every 
penny he got. His wages, when he first went to 
work for the Company, was $1.75 per day, six 
days per week. No matter how long they were 
forced to work, the pay was always the same— 
no matter if it was for four hours or eighteen 
hours. Once in a while when the Company had 
had a particularly good stretch of business the 
paymaster would add a quarter to each man’s 
pay check. 

During the winter when they were forced to 
make the round trip to Nineveh and return, a 
distance of 228 miles, they were paid $2.28 per 
day. 

At this juncture Mr. Wilcox recalled another 
very interesting incident which took place at 
Thompson, Pa., while working on the local 
freight. Their engine had crossed over from the 
north to southbound main track, but did not 
quite clear. While they were waiting there on 
one occasion Mr. Wii.cox, who was firing, heard 
the unmistakable sound of a locomotive whistle 
coming northward at a high rate of speed. He 
heard it stop at Thompson station, and then in¬ 
stead of proceeding slowly as he expected, it 
began to pick up speed again until it was bearing 
down on the standing train at a terrific rate of 
speed. Where the flagman was at that time he 
does not know, lie distinctly remembers, how¬ 
ever, of seeing his engineman get down from the 
cab and go over the engine with the qil can per¬ 
fectly unaware of the approaching train. 

By this time the train was perilously near. 
He was positive that if he did not do something 
there would lie a collision and so, seizing a flag, 
he rushed back and stopped the on-coming train. 
Nor, was he a moment too soon. The train came 
to a stop within inches of their engine. The 
engineman of the other train proceeded as a mat¬ 


ter of course after Mb. Wilcox’s engine had been 
removed further in the siding, not knowing that 
it had been the fireman and not the flagman who 
had saved him from a had accident. Mr. Wil¬ 
cox’s engineman, however, realized the service he 
had done for all concerned that day and was not 
at all lax in his praise of his quick thinking and 
quicker action. 

Mr. Wilcox is proud to say that lie was never 
paid for any time he did not actually work. On 
one occasion, when injured, before the days when 
the personal injury claim agents had reached 
their present day efficiency he was off for some 
time but did not receive compensation for the 
time. He was getting an engine from the round¬ 
house when the coal gas in the firebox exploded, 
burning him severely about the face and head. 
Every hair on his head, eyebrow's, eyelashes, and 
mustache was burned off and his face was one 
huge blister. His wife did not recognize him 
when he was brought home, his face wrapped in 
a coat to exclude the air. 

For the last eight years of his service with our 
Company, Mr. Wilcox worked on the big. helper 
engines out of Carbondale. Passenger engine 
runs held no lure for him at that stage of the 
game. He greatly enjoyed, however, operating 
one of our huge 1600 class locomotives. “ Those 
big brutes are so big and heavy, you have to use 
steam going down hill,” he tells us. When those 
eight years were over he retired so that some 
younger man could take the place made vacant 
by his absence. It was on December 31, 1926, 
that he bade farewell to the railroad for which 
he had worked for over half a century. 

Mb. Wilcox and Miss Adeline Marshall were 
united in marriage in January 1887. To them 
five children have been born although three of 
them have since died. Mr. Wilcox is a member 
of the Delaware and Hudson Veterans’ Associa¬ 
tion. 


Smile 

HE man who deals in sunshine 

Is the man who gets the crowds; 
He does a lot more business 
Than the one who peddles clouds —- 

For the trainman who’s a frowner 
Will be beaten by a mile, 

If the man who follows after 
Meets the rider with a smile . 

—Selected. 


“ History , like natural science , is an investiga¬ 
tion into how things happened and what and why 
these were and arc” 
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Oneonta T^otarians Visit Us 

Seventy-Five Rotations Are Guests of Colonel Loree and Party on Visit to Our Shops 
at Oneonta; All Join in Cementing Qood Will Between Company and City 


O NEONTA Rotarians to the number of 
seventy-five with about an equal number 
of other residents of the city were the 
guests yesterday of General Manager J. Tabor 
Loree and the 1). & H. Company at noon-day 
luncheon and an inspection of the modernized 
and greatly improved shops of the Company here, 
the occasion being one at which assurances of 
mutuality of interest and good will were voiced 
by Mu. Loree and Dr. George J. Dann speaking 
for the Rotary and the city, the occasion being 
one of the happiest and the Oneontans in the 
party scarcely with an exception meeting with 
surprises as they roamed about the shops and 
observed the betterments that have been made in 
the past few years and the manner in which the 
work at the shops is handled compared with only 
a few years since,” says the Oneonta Daily Star 
of Friday, June 8. 

“ The Company provided a special train of two 
coaches which left the passenger station at ex¬ 
actly 11:15 o’clock, Trainmaster Harry D. Lewis 
receiving many congratulations in a humorous 
vein on the movement of the train on schedule 
time. The party was taken to the new machine 
shop, known as the back shop to the Company’s 
employes, adjacent to the massive roundhouse, 
still one of the largest in the country. They 
were first escorted through the offices of Master 
Mechanic George Brown and his staff of clerks 
and then to the storeroom, both of which are well 
equipped, the steel shelvings for parts being per¬ 
haps most noticeable, being conveniently arranged 
and affording no lost time when parts are re¬ 
quired. These also permit the annual inventory 
to be taken in a fraction of the time formerly 
required. 

“The machine shop was found equipped with 
the latest models of all kinds of machines for 
handling the work, the heavy parts being moved 
about with cranes, many of them overhead and 
quite noticeable were vacant spaces where it is 
probable other machines will later be installed. 
There was activity and production everywhere in 
evidence and no lost motion or inactivity at any 
point Observed. The big turntable was kept in 
motion so that the observers might see how easily 


the big locomotives are moved about the plant, 
while everywhere signs reading “ Safety First ” 
and “ Do Not Move This Engine,” proved that 
utmost care is observed in the protection modern 
shoperaft gives the workmen employed. 

“At noon the party was taken to the shoperaft 
hall, where the luncheon was served. Two long 
tables extending the entire length of the hall 
were arranged and at each plate was a well filled 
box, containing sandwiches, half a fried chicken, 
celery, nut cake, crisp Saratoga chips in waxed 
paper and other food. All was appetizing and 
neat packages containing a generous portion of 
“ Fro-Joy ” ice cream were passed when the meal 
was nearing the end. During the feasting the 
orchestra of the Shoperaft organization, composed 
of Messrs. Wolcott, Frooms, Papauteys, Banner, 
Linabekry, Sweet, Petersen, Westcott, Brown, 
Glenn, and Sackett, rendered lively airs with 
Jerry Wilson directing in true songs sung 
Rotarian style. 

“Dr. Dann presided and, opening the brief ex¬ 
ercises, spoke happily of the fact that it has been 
the pleasure of Oneonta Rotary, three times 
within the year to have had the D. & H. officials 
as its guests and it would always remain a source 
of satisfaction that this had occurred during his 
term as president, contributing, he expressed, a 
firm conviction to a mutual understanding and 
good will. He voiced the universal sentiment of 
all in expressing appreciation and thanks for the 
fine luncheon and the opportunity to inspect the 
shops. 

“ General Manager Loree was given a most 
cordial greeting when announced and expressed 
the pleasure of himself and staff at being the 
guests of the Oneonta Rotary on previous occa¬ 
sions and now to have them as guests of the 
Company on this occasion. “ Many changes 
have taken place in the past fourteen years, 
both from the point of view of the Company 
and of the people of Oneonta,” he said. “ In 
1922 when the shopmen’s strike occurred there 
was considerable sentiment among the officials 
that the car shops should be removed to another 
place, but he was thankful that this did not take 
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place and the car repair department is now firmlj 
established here,” he declared. 

“ Formerly much inconvenience was experi¬ 
enced and the new roundhouse resulted in the 
construction of the new back shop you have in¬ 
spected involving an outlay of over $300,000 
creating the modern shop and storeroom, which 
with tools and equipment makes the total invest¬ 
ment fully $500,000. There remains some ma¬ 
chines to be modernized still which may require 
time to secure owing to limited appropriations 
and the rapid changes in improved machinery 
constantly taking place.” 

“ We employ so large a percentage of the resi¬ 
dents of your city,” said the speaker, “ that \ve feel 
that Oneonta is our city, and we cherish the hope 
that you have come to feel the same personal 
interest and in a sense that this is your Com¬ 
pany and shops. You will be unable in the short 
time allowed to see all that might interest you 
but you are all invited to come often and familiar¬ 
ize yourself with the work and accomplishments 
that are found here. We are proud of these 
shops and hope that you will be also. We, too, 
believe that gatherings like this will contribute 
materially to mutual understanding and good will, 
for your cooperation and good will materially aid 
in the work in which we are all interested.” 

“ We are pleased to have had you with us to¬ 
day and it is our desire to unitedly work for the 
upbuilding of this plant and of the city in which 
it is located.” 

“At the conclusion of Mr. Loreh's remarks, 
which were roundly cheered, the party again 
started out sightseeing and for an hour or more 
they were shown through the various other depart¬ 
ments of the shops, extended reference to which 
cannot be included in this story. Much interest 
was manifested in the power plant, and in the 
wheel shops, where all the wheel work for the en¬ 
tire system is done and from which often as many 
as a dozen carloads of wheels are shipped out to 
points where less extensive shops are located and 
in fact to all points where repair gangs are lo¬ 
cated. 

“ Special note was made by many of the man¬ 
ner in which work is done in the repair of coal 
and freight cars. Outside the main shops the 
worn parts are removed and carefully salvaged, 
and when the car is in readiness for the replace¬ 
ment work it moves along through the shop to 
the west end and when completed passes on to 
the paint department where the last work is done, 
and the car put in readiness for service again. 

“ Noticeable about the entire plant were the 
provisions made to safeguard the workmen and 


to provide for the care of the waste material that 
it does not become a menace either as a fire or 
health hazard and that every article is salvaged 
that is possible. Steel as well as wooden coaches 
were in process of repair and restoration and 
the stock of mahogany near the dry kilns repre¬ 
sented no little investment, it being largely used 
in the coaches, little cherry being in evidence. 

In the handling of lumber, cranes have displaced 
the hand propelled trucks and all about the plant 
machinery and implements render work less 
laborious and tiresome than formerly. At the 
noon hour fully a hundred of the shopmen left 
their work and went to the parking spaces and 
drove off in good looking motor cars for a warm 
meal at home, something unheard of in former 
years. 

“Interesting indeed was the provision made 
for caring for the personal effects of the men. 
Chains extending to the ceiling and operating on 
pulleys elevate a good sized bucket up beyond 
reach, in which tools and lunch baskets may be 
placed and attached to the chains were clothing, 
etc., while a lock at the bottom fastening of the 
chain prevented anyone other than the holder of 
the key from meddling with the personal effects 
of the men. It is certainly true that the most 
casual inspection of the shops will create an in¬ 
terest and appreciation of the manner in which 
the Company is conducting its shops and the 
modern equipment that gives them a rating well 
to the fore among car repair shops of the 
country. 

“Accompanying Mr. Lorke and uniting with 
him in escorting the company through the shops 
were II. F. Burch, assistant general manager; 
George S. Edmonds, superintendent of motive 
power; M. F. Leamy, superintendent of this di¬ 
vision; J. White Sprong, the veteran purchas¬ 
ing agent; W. W. Bates, assistant to general 
manager for personnel; George E. Bates, assis¬ 
tant to vice president for industrial development; 
Frank Reardon, superintendent of stores; G. 
W. Ditmore, master car builder; II. S. Ci.ark, 
engineer maintenance of way, while the foremen 
and all employes were equally courteous in ex¬ 
plaining the work and the many modern fea¬ 
tures of this, the main car shop of the D. & II. 
system.” 

The greatest impediment to action is bad dis¬ 
cussion, but he who has gained much by discus¬ 
sion is best prepared for action .— Perici.es of 
Athens. 
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c&he Battle of Fort Ann 

*Uen; Interesting Account of Battle of American Revolution at Fort Ann, When 
Americans Retired, Due to Lack of Ammunition, Not Defeat 


T HE following interesting account of the 
severe battle which took place near Fort 
Ann, between a detachment of the British 
and one of the American army, on July 8, 1777, 
is an extract from a book entitled “ Remarks 
made on a short tour between Hartford and 
Quebec in the Autumn of 1819,” published in 
1820 by Benjamin Silliman (1816-1885), a pro¬ 
fessor in the scientific department of Yale Col¬ 
lege, and a noted chemist, editor and writer. 

“ Leaving Fort Ann we crossed Wood Creek, 
and our journey to Whitehall was almost con¬ 
stantly along its banks, or very near them. 

“At a narrow pass between some high rocks and 
the river, we were shown the place where, on the 
8th of July, 1777, the 9th British regiment, be¬ 
longing to General Burgoyne’s army, sustained a 
heavy loss, by a conflict with the Americans un¬ 
der Colonel Long. 

“After the surrender of Ticonderoga, General 
Burgoyne endeavored to keep up the alarm, by 
spreading his parties over the country. With 
this view, Colonel Hill, at the head of the 9th 
regiment, was despatched after Colonel Long, 
who, with four or five hundred men, principally 
the invalids and convalescents of the army, had 
taken post at Fort Ann, and was directed by 
General Schuyler to defend it. Colonel Long, 
with his party, did not wait an attack from the 
enemy, but boldly advanced to meet them. ‘At 
half past ten in the morning, (says Major Forbes, 
of the British regiment,) they attacked us in 
front, with a heavy well-directed fire; a large 
body of them passed the creek on the left, and 
fired from a thick wood across the creek on the 
left flank of the regiment; they then began to 
recross the creek and attack us in the rear; we 
then found it necessary to change our ground, 
to prevent the regiment’s being surrounded; we 
took post on the top of a hill to our right. As 
soon as we had taken post, the enemy made a 
very vigorous attack, which continued for up¬ 
wards of two hours; and they certainly would 
have forced us, had it not been for some Indians 
that arrived and gave the Indian whoop, which 
we answered with three cheers; the rebels soon 
after that gave way.’ The giving way of the 


Americans was, however, caused, not by the terror 
of the warwhoop, but by the failure of their am¬ 
munition. The fact was, the British regiment 
was worsted, and would probably have been taken 
or destroyed, had Colonel Long been well supplied 
with ammunition. It was said by Captain Money, 
another British officer, that the fire was even 
heavier than it was in the obstinate battle of 
September 19th, on Bemus’ heights. The scene 
of this battle is very correctly described above, 
by Major Forbes. 

“ On leaving the street of Fort Ann village, we 
crossed a bridge over Wood creek, and were now 
on its left bank. Immediately after, we came to 
a narrow pass, only wide enough for the carriage, 
and cut, in a great measure, out of a rocky ledge, 
which terminates here, exactly at the creek. 
This ledge is the southern end of a high rocky 
hill, which converges towards Wood creek, and 
between the two is a narrow tract of level ground, 
which terminates at the pass already mentioned. 
On this ground the battle took place, and the 
wood on the right bank of the creek, from which 
the Americans fired upon the left flank of the 
British, is still there, and it was up this rocky 
hill that they retreated and took their stand. 

“ General Burgoyne, as usual, claimed a victory 
in this affair which is understood to have been a 
bloody contest as indeed it obviously must have 
been from the narrowness of the defile, and the 
consequent nearness of the contending parties. 
Captain Montgomery, of Colonel Hill’s regiment, 
was left wounded on the field, and taken prisoner 
by the Americans, which could not have been the 
fact, had the royal party been victorious.” 

The village of Fort Ann, which received its 
name from the fort, is described by John W. Bar¬ 
ber, in his “ Historical Collections of New York,” 
published in 1842, as containing about fifty dwell¬ 
ings and three churches, situated on the site, of 
old Fort Ann erected in 1757, and a place of 
some importance during the colonial wars. He 
also states that about two miles south of the vil¬ 
lage, vestiges of Burgoyne’s road, constructed of 
logs, etc., in 1777, were still to be seen. 


/, 1938 


one hundred and ninety-nine 


The Delaware and Hudson Company Bulletin 


- - Vhe - - 

Delaware and Hudson Company 

BULLETIN 

Office of Publication : 

DELAWARE AND HUDSON BUILDING. 
ALBANY, N. Y. 


P UBLISHED semi-monthly by The Delaware and Hudson 
Company, for the information of the men who operate the 
railroad, in the belief that mutual understanding of the 
problems we all have to meet will help us to solve them for our 
mutual welfare. 

Permission is given to reprint, with credit, in part or in full, 
any article appearing in THE BULLETIN. 


Vol. 8 July I. 1928 No. 13 


No more fitting epitaph 
Ere graced a hero’s name 
Than this: “ With friend and foe alike 
tie played the game.” 

—Selected. 


Know Yourself 

A BE you the master of your fate, the cap¬ 
tain of your ship of life, or are you an 
empty bottle buffeted about by the shift¬ 
ing tides of circumstance? 

When the day is done and the time of rest is 
on the way, can you look back over the day and, 
bringing back each thought and action, say that 
you have done your best? 

It will repay you many times in the feeling of 
deeds well done, in the knowledge of being a suc¬ 
cess, if you will strive each moment to do the 
thing your conscience tells you is right. 

And when you have finished your evening re¬ 
past, go by yourself, sit down, relax, close your 
eyes and visualize one by one the things you have 
done that day. 

Think over carefully each situation, take ad¬ 
vantage of the lessons you have had all through 
the day, then in the morning when you awaken 
you will find you are better prepared mentally, 
physically, and morally to carry on your labor 
as a servant in the vineyard of humanity. 

This brings us to the triangle of life “Right 
Thinking,” “Right Living,” “Right Action,” the 
Key to Success in any field of endeavor. 

Right thinking wedded to right living gives 
birth to right action. 

Right action makes success an assured fact. 


The first of these is right thinking, by thinking 
right thoughts we automatically build right 
living. 

When we live right as the result of right think¬ 
ing we will of necessity act rightly. 

Remember the Master, Jesus, said, “As ye sow 
so shall ye reap.” 

. Most of us do our thinking in an uncontrolled 
manner. Learn to control and direct each 
thought. 

If you think evil of anyone, immediately coun¬ 
teract that thought by thinking success and hap¬ 
piness to the one against whom the evil thought 
was directed. 

Do you fear an accident? Immediately picture 
in your mind the accident avoided. 

Do you feel blue and discouraged? Stand in 
front of your mirror and smile, grin, and finally 
laugh lustily at yourself. You cannot laugh, no 
matter how hard it is forced, without bringing 
the “ silver lining ” to the surface of the cloud. 

And finally, never let the sun go down at night 
without having wiped out all thoughts of enmity 
against others. 

No matter what the other fellow has done, for¬ 
give him and forget before night-fall. 

Then you will find the peace that is the “Aim 
of All Life.’— Two Bells. 


Cooperation 

E cannot all do everything. One 
must dig the dirt for the foun¬ 
dation; another must place the 
foundation where it is to go and yet 
another must plan that which is to rest 
upon it; while scores contribute to the 
structure which is raised. It is a mis¬ 
take to say, when tec see a building or a 
business or a life: “ One man did that,” 
for no man ever did very much in this 
world alone. — Am.eth Bulletin. 


History is Past Politics — Fkeeman. 

Without history, political science has no root, 
and without political science history has no 
fruit .— Seely. 


Judge: "You are charged with stealing Colonel 
Julep’s chickens. Have you any witnesses? ’’ 

Uncle Mose: "Ah has not. Ah don’t steal 
chickens befo’ witnesses.’’— Swiped. 
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Occupy ZNjXt) Office Building 

fftCeu) Office Building at Carbondale, Together With Old Structure, Which It 
Resembles, Will House All of Carbondale’s Office Forces 


T HE new office building at Carbondale has 
been turned over to the several depart¬ 
ments and all of the office organizations of 
the Pennsylvania Division, with the exception of 
the motive power department, are now comfort¬ 
ably located in the twin buildings in North Main 
street. 

In 1918 the old office building was found in¬ 
adequate to accommodate the official and clerical 
forces and the superintendent’s office, the car, 
maintenance of way, and accounting forces moved 
to the building recently vacated opposite the 
station. This was rented property and on June 
23, 1927, plans were laid for the construction of 
a new office building adjacent to the old building 
in North Main street. The plans provided for 
the construction of a building along the same 
general lines as the old building and the exteriors 
of these buildings are very much alike. The 
structure is eighty-two feet long by twenty-nine 
feet wide. 

The old structure was erected in 1S57 and an 
addition placed on it in 1865. At that time it 
was finished on the outside with stucco. 

The new quarters were completed on April 23, 
1928. It is of brick construction, two stories in 
height, and has a spacious basement. 

The first floor offices are as follows: mainte¬ 
nance of way general offices, office of division en¬ 
gineer, and rooms for the bridge and building 
master, roadmaster, clerks, and draftsmen; car 
department, general offices and office for divisional 
car foreman. 

On the second floor, the accounting department 
main office is located as well as the office of the 
division accountant. Three smaller offices are oc¬ 
cupied by the police, electrical and signal depart¬ 
ments. 

The basement contains file rooms, electrical 
work room, ladies’ and men’s rooms. 

A subway connects the new and old buildings 
and is of concrete construction. All partitions 
in the new structure are of five-inch P.vrobar con¬ 
struction. Heat is furnished from the power 
house in the ear yard and at present live steam 
properly reduced, controlled by reducing valves, 
and governed by thermostatic control is being 


used. The interior is finished in pine woodwork 
and waxed maple floors. 

The old office building has been cleaned on the 
outside and re-stuccoed to conform in appearance 
with the new building. 

On the first floor of the old building the claim 
agent, the superintendent and his force, together 
with the timekeepers are located. On the second 
floor are the trainmasters, chief train dispatcher, 
power distribution room, all of which are par¬ 
titioned off and made to appear as near like the 
interior of the new structure as possible. 

Employes at Carbondale are exceedingly proud 
of their new quarters and pleased to have nearly 
all of the official and clerical family on the 
Pennsylvania Division again together in one lo¬ 
cation. The new and old structure will easily 
fake care of all of the forces, in addition to al¬ 
lowing more space for all. 

Key to Photographs on Page 202 

(I) Outside View. (2) Timekeeping Office. (3) Division 
Engineer's Office. (4) Division Accountant's Office. 


jd mbit ion and Justice 

MOXG the basic elements of hu¬ 
man nature are ambition and a 
sense of justice. 

Every officer must be given an oppor¬ 
tunity to rise to a position commensu¬ 
rate with his ability, age and length of 
service. 

You cannot treat any man unjustly 
without arousing in him a sense of bit¬ 
terness, resentment and antagonism that 
will injure whatever native ability he 
may have. 

I repeat, to maintain an unhappy 
army in a low morale would be the 
greatest extravagance in which the gov¬ 
ernment could indulge .”— Major Gen¬ 
eral Summer all. 
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Up the Years From Ox-Power 

Gradual Development of Street Railways in New York City From Days ofOx-Drioen 
Cars to Modern Noiseless Trolley Cars That Are Serving Us Today 


MERICA’S first street railway was an ox 
cart. 

One hundred and eighty-one years ago, 
in 1746, there was a regular line of lumbering 
vehicles moving up and down Broadway, New 
York City. But the faithful ox, although able to 
pull a score of passengers, was soon too slow for 
even the first Americans. Next came the omni¬ 
bus, pulled by horses. These early stages were 
strange looking contraptions, like great over¬ 
grown private carriages, painted in gaudy colors, 
each with its own name emblazoned on its sides. 
To the people of that day it looked as fast and 
wonderful as the great locomotives that now pull 
the Twentieth Century Limited. 

The “ Lady Clinton ” was such a one—the 
special pride of New York town. Known as “ an 
elegantly appointed four-horse chariot,” it dashed 
up and down the streets attracting much atten¬ 
tion. Drawings and advertisements describing its 
service are found in early day newspapers. 

This Lady Clinton looked like two royal 
coaches joined together with a door. Instead of 
the passengers facing the front or back, the seats 
were arranged along the sides. The driver, al¬ 
ways in bright livery and high hat, sat in ma¬ 
jesty on his seat on the roof. Me carried a long 
whip. A newspaper of that time says: “ Omni¬ 

buses exceeding a hundred in number roll in¬ 
cessantly over the paved streets, administering 
equally to the purposes of business and pleasure, 
adding to noise and bustle, and forming an ob¬ 
ject of such prominent attraction as to cause 
New York to be called * The City of Omnibuses.’ ” 

At last these carriages became too crowded and 
too slow. A newspaper a few years later said: 
“ You may be a modern martyr by riding in an 
omnibus. The discomforts, inconveniences and 
annoyances of a trip in one of these vehicles is 
almost unbearable. From the beginning to the 
end of the journey a constant quarrel is progress¬ 
ing. The driver quarrels with the passengers 
and the passengers quarrel with the driver, quar¬ 
rels about getting out and quarrels about the 
ticket. The driver swears at the passengers and 
the passengers scold the driver through the strap- 


hole. Thus the omnibus rolls along a perfect 
bedlam on wheels.” 

The straphole can be seen in some of the old 
carriages of that early day now found in certain 
museums. The driver’s right foot was connected 
with the back door of the stage by a leather 
strap. This strap served both as a bell-rope and 
a door lock. When anyone wanted to get out he 
would give the driver’s leg a sharp tweak at the 
proper corner, the driver would bend his knee so 
that the door could be opened, and out hopped the 
passenger. 

But the straphole acted as a fare-box as well. 
Everyone who entered the stage was supposed 
before many blocks had been covered to hand his 
fare to the driver though the hole. If a man 
was absent-minded the strap would strike against 
the ceiling as a reminder. 

Next came the “ fast ” horse car. At first it 
was nothing more than a carriage on wheels that 
ran on a wooded track. But the steam trains 
that were then developing helped the street cars. 
The city people who left the country thought 
these compartment horse cars were wonderful, as 
did the city folk who had been riding the omni- 
lnises. Each compartment held ten persons and 
there was room on the roof for ten more. The 
later cars were of the modern type with iron 
wheels and iron rails. 

But even the wonderful horse cars failed to 
suit a traveling public. A man of that time 
(1S34) said that a passenger on these street cars 
“ should lose his sense of smell, have the ability 
to shut himself Tip like an umbrella, be able to 
hang on to a patform by the lids of his eyes, hold 
a drunken man on his lap and keep his temper.” 
Another one tells of the hard seats and the cold 
cars and the darkness at night. In the winter 
there was straw on the floor to help keep the 
passengers warm. 

Some of the horse cars of the early days had 
a ladder to the roof. On hot days so many would 
climb up there that the roof would cave in. 
There were exciting times when the car would 
run off the track and bump over cobblestones. 
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There were the turn tables, and the extra horses 
to make the cars go still faster. 

In Denver one of the horse car lines went up 
a long hill. The horse, of course, pulled it up, 
but when the car came down the hill the horse 
rode on the back platform. This horse was on 
the job so long that his shoes wore deep grooves 
in the platform flooring. 

Next came the cable cars. These were the 
great wonders of the age. People would come 
out to watch them go by, apparently without 
any power or visible means. Underneath the 
tracks was a continuous cable to which each car 
would cling by a grip that reached down through 
a slot; the tighter the grip the faster the speed, 
until the car would be able to go as fast as the 
cable, but no faster. 

The gripman corresponding to the motonnan 
of today, operated the car by raising and lower¬ 
ing of the grip that grasped the steel cable. If 
he allowed the grip to take hold too quickly the 
ear would be jerked in a terrible way and per¬ 
haps the cable would break, all of which may be 
news to the present generation. 

The cables had to be followed on the curves for 
it was discovered that if the grip did not hold fast 
on the curves the car would stall. So it was not 
long before every turn in the line vied with other 
cable car lines on some “ dead man’s curve,” 
where accidents would occur. 

In large cities such as New York, Chicago, 
Denver and San Francisco, the cable cars lasted 
a long time. When there were steep hills the 
pulling of a heavy car over them by means of a 
table was found to be better than the early elec¬ 
tric cars that lacked sufficient power. Then, too, 
a cable car could go over a steeper hill than even 
a modern electric car. There were many acci¬ 
dents. A cable would break. These long steel 
ropes, miles and miles in length, had to be 
wound around giant spools at the power houses. 
The car would go one way on one cable and an¬ 
other way on another. Going down hill they 
would coast with a brake that pressed on the 
track, for on the wheels there would be too much 
friction and too great heat. The man at the 
cable house who watched the wire rope as it came 
in to wind on the great spool had a very nervous 
and very responsible job. For many hours at a 
stretch the cable would be watched constantly to 
catch the least broken wire strand. Should one 
be found the whole system had to be stopped be¬ 
cause that strand might throw too much weight 
on some other weak place, and before that hun¬ 
dred-mile cable again came back there would be 


a big break with much damage and perhaps loss 
of life. 

But ox-carts, stages, horse cars, and cable 
cars had to give way eventually to the elec¬ 
tric car. On May 4, 1888, the first overhead 
electric street car was operated in the city of 
Richmond, Virginia. Frank J. Sprague pioneered 
the way. This street railway is still running and 
operated by the same system of electricity. 

In Baltimore, Md., there was the first motor 
street railway. This was a motor-pulled car ob¬ 
taining its power from batteries and later from 
a third rail. The cars were the old horse cars. 
When the cars went off of the track, everybody 
got out to help push them back on, but only 
after the motorman had assured them that they 
would not “ be struck dead,” or get a terrible 
shock. 

When the Richmond company was started there 
were only nineteen electric lines in the United 
States. If all the tracks had been put together 
they would have reached only sixty miles. Yet 
so successful was this early venture, and so much 
help did it give to the nation and the problem of 
running the street railway systems that in a year 
there were fifty electric overhead street car com¬ 
panies operating in the United States, and in an¬ 
other year more than 200 with 1,200 miles of 
track. 

Electricity became and still is the most popular 
motive power for street cars. Now there are 
many different ways of using it—the elevated 
with its third rail, the trackless trolley bus—the 
subway system and the fast interurban lines. 

The United States leads the world in street 
car lines operated by electricity. There are 857 
of them and 44,000 miles of track with 105,000 
cars, and they carry sixteen billion passengers 
every year. This is really more than eighteen 
times as many riders as the steam roads carry 
and many times the number of paid passengers 
as go in the buses run by gasoline motors. It 
seems that everybody likes to ride the electric 
lines today, or else almost everybody has to. 
Divide up all the rides in the United States 
each year and every person would take 117 rides. 
Back in 1890 the average number of rides per 
person was only 32. 

The electric street car systems of the various 
cities and towns of the nation have many ways 
of making the all-power juice work. There are 
now electric switches that can be controlled by 
the motorman and there are also switches that 
are controlled by a man in a tower who has a 
moving diagram with lights that tell him what 
to do. There are underground trolley systems 
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installed in the old slots where the powerful steel 
cables used to run, and there are automatic sys¬ 
tems of lights and switches in the cities. 

There are those who believe the street car’s 
days are numbered because of its inflexible route. 
For years this fact, added to the dreadful noise 
of operation has made street cars unpopular. 
But science has overcome some of these objection¬ 
able features, especially the noise. There are 
devices now on the market, noiseless drives, big 
powerful motors, more and more comfortable cars, 
plenty of standing room, good vision for those 
who get the seats, everything to make a street 
car as comfortable for passengers as such a con¬ 
veyance can be made. 

But still the people grumble. Now they turn 
once more to the buses as they did in the days 


of the Lady Clinton—but a different kind of bus; 
rubber tired; handsome vehicles seating 40 or 
more passengers with standing room for another 
30 or 00; coaches as big as a street car of mod¬ 
ern make, as comfortable as a Pullman. Has the 
limit in luxury been reached ? 


History is drama, and the most perfect English 
history is to he found in the historical plays of 
Shakespeare .— Fronde. 


The historian must give attention to detail, 
generalizations are the business of the philoso¬ 
pher.— Ranke. 


In the Early Eighties, at Green Island 



1. George Perkins; 2. F. A_ Harrington, agent; 3. H. C. North; 4. Ben Gimmick ; 5. Mar¬ 
tin Hogan; 6. J. Cunningham ; 7. Herbert Landers ; 8. Bill Whipple; !). W. H. Dabney; 10. .1. 
O'Connell; 11. P. H. Keating; 12. Bill Lbnway ; 13. David Lozier; 14. J. O'Rourke; 15. Jerry 
Dalt ; and 16. W. M. Smith. 
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c drains and Autos to Converse 

DITOR CROWLEY writes the following in 
the Little Falls Evening Times in humor¬ 
ous vein, on the D. L. & W.’s suggestion of 
halting trains at Gano’s Crossing as reported in 
last week’s Mercury: 

That was an interesting item which appeared 
in the Mercury last Friday night, telling how a 
great railroad like the Delaware, Lackawanna & 
Western was considering a plan to halt all trains 
approaching the Gano crossing near Richfield 
Springs, in order to send a flagman ahead to warn 
motorists to keep out of the way. 

Interesting possibilities suggest themselves. 
Why not arrange a code of signals for exchange 
of communications, felicitious or otherwise, be¬ 
tween locomotives and motor cars approaching 
the crossing at the same time assuming that the 
auto drivers slow down, or come to a stop before 
going over the crossing. 

For instance, the auto, three honks: “Go 
ahead.” 

Then the locomotive, seven toots: “After you, 
my dear Alphonso.” 

And the auto, replying, thirteen honks: “No, 
I insist on you going first, my dear Gaston.” 

Now, a truck with an impatient driver, ap¬ 
pearing on the scene, nine fierce blasts: “Hey, 
one o’ youse guys get a move on.” 

Locomotive and auto together, six combined 
honks and toots: “ Who is the rough person?” 

Without deigning to answer, the truck driver 
will probably go on over the tracks and leave it 
to the other two to finish their polite argument. 

Of course, the interchange of greetings at the 
crossing may sometimes take a turn like this: 

Locomotive, eleven toots. “ Hurry up and push 
than tin can over the tracks.” 

Model T. bristling and shaking with indigna¬ 
tion, sixteen honks: “Gwan, back up you big 
stiff, or I’ll bump you out of the county.” 

Locomotive, two honks: “ W 7 ho Me?” 

Model T, two honks: “Yes, you.” 

Six more toots from the locomotive: “I do 
not choose to run,” but opening the throttle, a 
stepping on the gas, a crash when the rivals reach 
the same point at the same time, and another 
argument for the elimination of grade crossings. 

Looking at the question from a serious point 
of view, it is evident the railroad company figures 
the expense of stopping and starting its train at 
the Gano crossing would be less than it would 
have to pay for its share of the grade crossing 


elimination plan, which would amount to about 
$85,000. There is interest in seeing what the 
comment of the Public Service Commission will 
be on the unusual proposition from a trunk line 
railroad like the D. L. & W. The crossing in 
question is just west of Richfield Springs on the 
Cherry Valley Turnpike. 


c Uhe “Alibi Shooter ” 

I HOLD this truth to be self-evident, that the 
better the alibi the flatter the failure. An 
alibi is a piece of dough which started out to 
be a biscuit and ended as a pancake. The alibi 
is intended by its fond parent to be an explana¬ 
tion, but it is really nothing but an admission. 

An alibi is a worthless substitute for an 
achievement. The world is roughly divided into 
two classes; those who use alibis and those who 
get the thing done. 

It is remarkable how expert an alibi shooter 
becomes. At first he tries one single little alibi 
to save him from the consequences of a failure. 
It works. The thing seems so easy that next day 
he finds himself shooting two alibis to explain 
two failures. The number increases to three, four, 
and five. The thing becomes a passion. Even¬ 
tually all the skill, energy, and ability of the in¬ 
dividual is directed toward the making of inge¬ 
nious excuses. 

When the allied armies were turned over under 
the single command of General Foch, they were 
beaten armies. Germany, in a technical sense, 
had won the war. General Foch could have 
availed himself of a thousand excuses, made to 
his hand. He could have lost the war and spent 
the remainder of his life w’iting books to prove 
that he couldn’t help it. 

But he was the kind of man who shoots bullets 
and not alibis. So civilization won. 

The motto of the city of Chicago is “ I WILL!” 
That motto made a metropolis out of a mudhole. 

Far better to try, and die; than to lie, and 
sigh. Explanations never do any good. One’s 
friends don’t need them; one’s enemies won’t be¬ 
lieve them; and the world at large doesn’t give 
a damn. 

The streets of the City of Failure are paved 
with alibis—some of which are absolutely perfect. 

The reason there’s so much more room at the 
top is that the crowd is all at the bottom. 

Every one of them can give you fifty good alibis. 
—Extract of article by H. Earnshaw in “ The 
Mirer.’’ 
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Clicks from the Rails 


Jt Lost ‘Grain 

Californians were recently 
terribly upset when they read 
In a timetable of the Sacra¬ 
mento and San Francisco that 
there were fifteen trains daily 
from San Francisco to Sacra¬ 
mento, but only fourteen In the 
opposite direction. What was 
becoming of the other train. 
The entire state was up in arms. 
Letters piled In by the score 
about the fate of the other 
train. The traffic department 
got busy with a circular letter 
informing those who had taken 
alarm that the other train re¬ 
turned as a mail train and did 
not carry passengers and there¬ 
fore was not listed in the time¬ 
table. Things are getting back 
to normalcy again now after 
the big scare. 


{Bomb Under Railway 

From Lille, France, comes 
the report that the tens of thou¬ 
sands of passengers who have 
traveled by rail between Lille 
and Paris during the past ten 
years have been riding, without 
knowing It over a powder mine. 
Workmen repairing the grade 
crossing at Libercourt un¬ 
earthed a formidable collection 
of German shells varying in 
caliber from three to ten inches, 
connected with electric detona¬ 
tors, skillfully buried under the 
track. This mine had appar¬ 
ently been laid by the Germans 
during the retreat in 1918, but 
the wire leading to the deto¬ 
nators must have been cut, pre¬ 
venting the explosion. 


"Gornado Wrcclts "Grain 

A message received at Cen¬ 
tral Vermont Railway head¬ 
quarters recently said a tornado 
had struck and derailed a 
Canadian Pacific train between 
Stanbridge and Bedford, Que., 
twenty miles north of St. Al¬ 
bans. The message reported a 
number of passengers were in¬ 
jured and asked for medical 
assistance. 


Perhaps no one was more 
surprised recently than the con¬ 
ductor who asked a lady the 
age of the young lad riding 
with her. She promptly re¬ 
torted, “ He's seven, thank you, 
and here’s his ticket.” 


‘People Like Shop Whistle 

In most instances towns¬ 
people complain of the noise 
made by railway shop and loco¬ 
motive whistles. Not so the 
enterprising community of Ter¬ 
rell, Tex., on the Texas Mid¬ 
land, recently acquired by the 
Southern Pacific. They think 
so much of the old brass whistle 
at the shops there that they 
have asked that it be presented 
to the city to be mounted in a 
suitable location, so that it may 
continue to blow each morning 
at six o’clock. The secretary 
of the chamber of commerce, 
In making the unusual request, 
waxes quite lyrical, as follows: 

Many of us, relying upon the 
whistle’s regular and vibrant 
calls, have never owned an 
alarm clock nor a crowing 
rooster, for at six o’clock each 
morning, hot or cold, wet or 
dry, it has ushered in the busi¬ 
ness day. Nor has it rudely 
and hoarsely awakened us from 
our slumbers with coarse and 
strident voice, like midnight 
siren calling firemen to their 
unhappy task, but with appeal¬ 
ing tone and gentle urge has 
drawn them from the embrace 
of Morpheus to greet the dawn. 


Is "Ghirteen Unlucky 

A train crew on a railway in 
Massachusetts is convinced that 
thirteen is not an unlucky num¬ 
ber. Tlielr conviction is based 
upon the fact that, while haul¬ 
ing thirteen freight cars on 
April 13, every car was derailed 
and rolled down a steep em¬ 
bankment, leaving the engine 
and the caboose on the track. 
Since the entire crew was either 
on the engine or the caboose, 
no one was hurt. Of course, 
adherents to the theory that 
thirteen is unlucky will claim 
that the train was derailed be¬ 
cause of Its thirteen cars. 
Needless to say the crew thinks 
otherwise. 


Floods in England 

American railroads were not 
the only ones to suffer the de¬ 
vastation of floods during the 
past year; England's railroads 
also met with similar difficul¬ 
ties. In Wales trains were in 
some instances forced to run 
over tracks partially submerged 
under water, and in others 
water six feet deep on the 
tracks rendered operation im¬ 
possible. 


Police Dog {Balks Police 

While his master slept on a 
bench in the smoking room of 
Union Station, in Albany, re¬ 
cently. a huge German police 
dog stood guard near him, re¬ 
pelling attempts of railroad 
police and state troopers to dis¬ 
turb him. 

As an ever widening circle of 
amused watchers gathered, one 
man in the crowd finally made 
friends with the dog and led 
him to the police patrol wagon 
while his master was also taken 
on. 

The dog, apparently satisfied 
with his new master, followed 
him to the New York Central 
police office where he made him¬ 
self at home while his first mas¬ 
ter was being locked up in the 
second precinct police station. 


We "Goo Have Jtntiques 

" Referring to the account of 
a desk in service on the Union 
Pacific since 1877, claimed to 
be the oldest in railway service, 
appearing in your issue of May 
19," writes President L. F. 
Lores, of the Delaware and 
Hudson, " it may be of interest 
to know that the Delaware and 
Hudson Company has in serv¬ 
ice in its New York office a 
number of chairs which have 
been used continuously since 
January 11, 1876, and, from 
their present good condition, 
will continue in use for many 
years to come .”—Railway Age. 


Out Where the West {Begins 

The Pacific Railway club 
operates out on the western 
edge of the continent where 
’’ men is men and space don't 
count.” Of the thirty-six offi¬ 
cers and employes admitted to 
the club at its May meeting, 
nineteen have their headquarters 
and homes more than five hun¬ 
dred miles from San Francisco 
and Oakland in which the club 
alternates its meetings. Six of 
these nineteen will have to 
travel nearly 1,000 miles to at¬ 
tend a club meeting. 


Steel rails on a north and 
south track last longer than 
those laid east and west, be¬ 
cause the magnetism generated 
by the train-friction is undis¬ 
turbed in the former case, while 
in the latter it is resisted. 
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c C7ie Principles of the 
Revolution 


?? 

T HE American Revolution had its origin 
neither in ambition, nor avarice, nor 
envy, nor in any gross passion; but in the 
nature and relation of things, and in the 
thence-resulting necessity of separation 
from the parent state. Its progress was lim¬ 
ited by that necessity. Our fathers dis¬ 
played great strength and great moderation 
of purpose. In difficult times they con¬ 
ducted it with wisdom ; in doubtful times, 
with firmness ; in perilous times, with cour¬ 
age ; under oppressive trials, erect; amidst 
temptations, unseduced ; in the dark hour 
of danger, fearless; in the bright hour of 
prosperity, faithful. 














CT}E always fair and square, 

^ And willing to face the facts, 
No matter when and where; 

Your friends will praise your acts. 

It will often try your skill 

To say or do what you should; 
But when you’ve climbed the hill, 
You have done what others could. 

To try is worth the while; 

It will show the better part; 

And you can win with just a smile, 
And have a happy heart 


— W. N. G. 

























His A Work. Of Adventure 

‘Veteran's Days With Company Were Filled With Thrilling Incidents Until a Trolley 
Accident, Unfortunately, Brought Them to An Abrupt Ending 


T HOSE who truly love their work are as¬ 
sured of success. Of those who do not the 
outcome remains in doubt. The latter are 
a discontented lot; while the former enjoy their 
days in true happiness. Fate often brings to an 
end, however, a life of 
active service through 
some unfortunate acci¬ 
dent. One never knows 
when he or she will fall 
the victim of some such 
accident and as a result 
be forced to join the 
ranks of those whose 
days of work are done. 

So it was that on 
April 13, 1924, Henry 
F. Brink, pensioned 
telegrapher and tower- 
man, started for work 
on a trolley car, in per¬ 
fect health, not knowing 
that already his last day 
of work had ended. The 
trolley got out of con¬ 
trol of the motorman 
and a terrible crash en- 
Bued. He was immedi¬ 
ately taken to the Troy 
City Hospital, where for 
four days he lay in total 
unconsciousness, on the 
brink of eternity. Final¬ 
ly through the expert 
care of the physicians he was aroused from the 
stupor and eagerly planned to return once more 
to the work of his choice. It was not to he. how¬ 
ever, the doctors informed him that he would 
never he able to return to his work again. 

It is on this account that we now find him liv¬ 


ing in an attractive home at Round Lake, N. Y., 
enjoying the memories of over forty-five years of 
continuous service, within a stone’s throw of the 
station, where, in 1881, he started to work for 
our Company as baggageman and general helper 
to the agent. He con¬ 
tinued in that position 
until the fall of 1883 
when he was sent to 
Coons, the point where 
the Susquehanna Divi¬ 
sion connects with the 
Delaware and Hudson 
main line. At that time 
the only double track in 
that vicinity lay between 
Coons and Waterford 
Junction. Previous to 
this time Susquehanna 
Division trains ran 
around by what was 
called the west end and 
east line into Mechanic- 
ville. 

During his seventeen 
years of service at Coons 
the double track on the 
Saratoga division was 
laid. Later Coons was 
abandoned and he went 
to work at “WY.” At 
that time all work was 
done on the ground. The 
first signal he operated 
at Coons consisted of a pole about sixty feet in 
height with a rope running from the ground to 
the top of the pole, through a pulley, and fastened 
to a board. When the board was down it indi¬ 
cated clear for Saratoga division trains, when up, 
clear for Susquehanna division trains. After a 
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sleet storm the signal could not be operated until 
someone climbed to the top of the pole and 
knocked the ice off. 

When the tower at the lower end of the yard 
was installed he went there to work. This was 
later electrified and he has in his possession a 
photograph of himelf seated at his desk at that 
point after the installation of the newer and more 
modern facilities. 

Like most men who in their lives have per¬ 
formed some worthy service, Mr. Brink had 
rather not tell of anything which might tend to 
put him to the fore, lie prefers to let his actions 
and deeds speak for him rather than bring them 
to light himself. During his term of service he 
saved two men from death by his prompt and cool 
actions in time of danger. He is truly reticent, 
however. Time and time again he reiterated that 
statement, “ I don’t like to talk about that. No¬ 
body will be interested in that.” Only by assur¬ 
ing him that others are deeply interested in such 
incidents of bygone days can he be indifced to 
talk. 

Upon looking at Mr. Brink one would never so 
much as surmise that he had forty-five years of 
service to his credit. His towering frame and 
strong face bears no marks of age. His voice is 
clear and strong; his handclasp that of a power¬ 
ful man; his eyes twinkle merrily when lie recalls 
some humorous incident some tivcnty or thirty 
odd years ago. This would lead one to ask the 
question, “ Is railroad work so strenuous that it 
saps the vitality of the worker so that he puts 
all of his strength into his work long before it 
comes his time to retire?” One look at Mr. Brink 
and one is assured that this is not the case. 

Anyone might well be proud of his record. 
Throughout all of his years not a single unfavor¬ 
able item appears on his record. On the other 
hand it is filled with commendations of his su¬ 
perior officers. He has in his possession a letter 
from Martin E. Dwyer, Supervisor, commending 
to “ Whom it may concern,” his actions on three 
occasions. 

On one occasion he flagged passenger train num¬ 
ber 31 north when he discovered a stray bull stuck 
between the ties of bridge number 23 north of 
Coons Crossing. Again, following a terrible wind 
storm in which telegraph poles were blown across 
the track between mile posts 22 and 23, he flagged 
number ti south and stopped the train from run¬ 
ning into them. Beyond a doubt on that occasion 
he saved the lives of numerous passengers and 
employes on that train who without his prompt 
action would have met their deaths. Mr. Dwyer 
continues that lie was on that train himself and 


supervised the clearing of the track before the 
train was allowed to proceed. 

On Btill another occasion he saved the work 
train from being sideswiped by a Susquehanna 
division freight at Coons Crossing. He also dis¬ 
covered three hundred new yellow pine ties on 
fire just north of Coons Crossing. He worked 
alone over this fire for three hours before it was 
extinguished. At that time he was not on duty; 
he was on his way home in the evening, his day’s 
work completed. 

While Mr. Brink was working at Coons he was 
called from his home to relieve the night operator 
whose nerve had been shattered by an unusual 
accident. In the operations at Meckanieville at 
that time but one switch engine was required 
days. At night this engine was left standing in 
the charge of a hostler south of the present Bos¬ 
ton and Maine crossovers. While the hostler was 
absent from the locomotive for a few moments 
some miscreant got on the engine, opened the 
throttle and with a plunge and a roar started 
north on the single track through Mechanicville 
yard and while steps were immediately taken to 
notify the employes at the north end of the yard 
it was too late to divert this locomotive on to the 
Susquehanna division branch and the wild loco¬ 
motive continued its northward journey until it 
reached Coons Crossing where it collided with the 
southbound sleeper. Both were ditched. This in¬ 
cident can best be described by former engineman 
William Harper, who was engineman on number 
8, and who related it in the issue of the Bulletin 
published September 1, 1927. 

It was stated that the baggage car on number 
8 contained a shipment of $100,000 in gold and 
this gold was strewn around on the ground but 
was recovered without any loss. 

He was united in marriage with Miss Harriett 
Arnold Scotland, on October 20, 1892. They have 
no children. He is a member of The Delaware 
and Hudson Veterans’ Association, Masons, 
Knights Templar, and Washington Commandery 
No. 33, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 


A’o one can be neutral in this life; you are 
either doing good or bad, and the very fact of 
not trying to do good is bad in itself .— Florence 
Nightingale. 

“ I gotta Are that office boy." 

“ What for? He's a hard worker.” 

“ Yes, but he doesn't shoot craps, smoke, cuss, 
go to baseball games or flirt with the telephone 
girl, and I'm afraid he’s got a stunt up his sleeve 
to become president."— Selected. 
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Cotton—Its Usefulness To Man 

c C’Ae Qualities and Uses to Which the Fluffy White Fibre is Put in Clothing From the 
New Born Babe to the Aged Man of Many Years 


C OTTON is the most important fibre known 
to man. In almost innumerable ways it 
is the fabric of fashion and of industry. 
To Americans cotton is of immense economic in¬ 
terest because the United States supplies upwards 
of two-thirds of the world’s supply of cotton each 
year. The production of the raw material, the 
manufacture and distribution of its myriad pro¬ 
ducts provide the basis on which great American 
industries are established. The influence of this 
single agricultural product directly and in¬ 
directly upon the growth and progress of the na¬ 
tion has been so extensive as to give it large his¬ 
torical value. 

We live in a world where cotton contributes 
something useful from our infancy until old age 
and death. Throughout life we wear cotton in 
some form. We live in environments made artis¬ 
tically agreeable by the use of cotton, we sleep 
in cotton, we travel on cotton, we are sheltered 
from sun and storm by cotton, we even eat the 
highly refined products of the once mysterious 
cotton seed. 

Since cotton is so universally useful, what are 
the qualities which make possible its utilization 
for thousands of purposes—for food, clothing, 
decoration, shelter, in industry, the arts, and in 
science? Briefly these may be considered as fol¬ 
lows: Cotton is Nature’s most abundant crop. 

Abundance is therefore partly responsible for 
the great diversity of uses. The world output of 
cotton is approximately five times that of wool; 
nine times that of ilax; sixty times that of rayon; 
and 140 times that of silk. Abundance means 
great economic advantages, for it enables cotton 
to have a favorable competitive position where 
cost is a factor. For this reason cotton is of 
great importance in industries as a constituent 
material in other products or in manufacturing 
processes. 

Cotton has a wide range of usefulness and im¬ 
portant re-use value. There is probably no other 
fibre from which such a variety of products are 
made—cloth so fine as to be drawn through a 
finger ring, so attractive as to be suitable for ap¬ 
parel and decoration, so heavy as to be used for 
sails, tents, awnings, bagging, and tires, strong 


enough for the covering of airplane wings and of 
great practical value as sheets, table damask, 
upholstery, towels, and wall coverings which 
serve as a base for plaster and paint. 

This same fibre also can be transformed for a 
variety of purposes—for making explosives, photo¬ 
graphic film and other celluloid products, varnish, 
lacquers, wheels and gears. 

For a great many years the seed was considered 
of no value. Later it was found that many use¬ 
ful by-products could be manufactured from it. 
A cotton-seed industry was born. Among its 
numerous products are the varieties of meal that 
are made from the residue of the seed and used 
for animal food, the familiar vegetable oil used 
for making soap, candles and phonograph records, 
and the more highly refined vegetable oil for cook¬ 
ing purposes and salads. 

Cotton has natural cleanliness and hygienic 
qualities which are further enhanced by special 
after-treatment in manufacturing. Where scrupu¬ 
lous cleanliness is required in such hygienic fab¬ 
rics as bandages, dressings, hospital uniforms, etc., 
cotton is the standard material. 

Cotton fabrics are not only inherently clean but 
also easily laundered. Spots are readily removed 
and the fabric may be restored to its original 
freshness in a way which adds to its charm and 
comfort for wearing apparel. The crisp quality 
to be found in fine cotton fabrics is one of their 
distinctive advantages. 

Throughout the centuries since the Western 
World learned of cotton from India and the East, 
cotton has taken high rank as an artistic fabric. 
When first introduced it was a luxury, and the 
old Indian cottons were never surpassed in quality 
or beauty by any other textile. 

With the dawn of the machine age during the 
last half of the eighteenth century the popularity 
of cotton fabrics was greatly increased. Their im¬ 
portance in the commerce of the world has been 
steadily enhanced since that time. 

Skilled craftsmen today are designing and pro¬ 
ducing fine cottons that have a distinct place as 
fabrics of fashion. These products of the modern 
loom possess the charm and appeal of style which 
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make them desirable for wearing apparel. Other 
cotton fabrics have artistic qualities which make 
them suitable for a variety of purposes in interior 
decoration—curtains, draperies, upholstery and 
wall coverings. 

Cotton as a fibre possesses high tenacity and 
is responsive to treatment which greatly enhances 
its resistance to wear and strain. It is therefore 
useful where strength is an important factor. 
Canvas for sails, tents, tarpaulins, cab tops, awn¬ 
ings, mail bags, automobile tires, and truck 
wheels demonstrate the rugged durability of 
heavy cotton fabrics to carry and protect the 
commerce of the world. 

Then too, cotton is a comfortable fabric. This 
quality makes it a superior fabric for summer 
apparel and for clothing in tropical countries. 
Fine cottons are so woven that the natural heat 
of the body may radiate freely and the cooler 
outside temperatures may reach the body. These 
fabrics are sheer and light, and therefore com¬ 
fortable and hygienic. It is also true that cotton 
can be woven into napped fabrics suitable for 
blankets and other warmth-giving articles. 

Either in its raw or finished state cotton may 
be stored without serious harm from deteriora¬ 
tion. This is an important factor in its sale- 
ability and durability. It has a further advan¬ 
tage in that it is not subject to the ravages of 
moths. 

Cotton responds to a variety of special treat¬ 
ments. It may be woven into soft and downy 
products sufficiently tough to wear down metal 
surfaces. It also can be compressed into very 
dense material. It can be changed chemically 
without being destroyed. Tt can be made water¬ 
proof and form a base for waterproofing fabrics. 
It possesses an excellent affinity for dyes and 
coloring matter. Because of its ability to retain 
these a great variety and richness of colored cot¬ 
ton fabrics is possible. 

By its lavish bounty nature has destined cot¬ 
ton for a large role in the everyday life and 
commerce of the world. In its centuries of use¬ 
fulness it has influenced not only agriculture, in¬ 
dustry and commerce but also the arts and the 
social and political life of the world. Its myriad 
uses probably have never been completely com¬ 
prehended. In all its magic it may rightfully be 
called the universal fabric. Without it modern 
life would not have the comforts, conveniences, 
the artistry, and the necessities which cotton pro¬ 
vides in so many useful ways. 

—Qualities of Cotton. 


‘Railroading in I he Good Old Days 

NCE upon a time, or, to be precise, fifty 
years ago, railwaymen in Britain were 
sacked if they whistled, joked, or wore any 
red clothes. Further if they wished to be pro¬ 
moted, the best thing to do was to go to church. 

This amazing, and nowadays laughable, state of 
affairs was revealed at the Institute of Transport 
in London when Raymond C'arpmael, of the G. 
W. R., gave extracts from the former rule book 
of the Taff Vale Railway. 

Every worker was required (by rule 12) “to 
come on duty clean in person and clothes, shaved, 
and with shoes blacked;” moreover, they were to 
“ keep their hair cut.” 

After appearance, behavior was regulated. 

“ Xot any instance of intoxication, whistling, 
or levity on duty will be overlooked; besides be¬ 
ing dismissed the offender will be liable to pun¬ 
ishment,” Rule 40 provided. 

Rule 200 went further and prescribed fines for 
“ talking, shouting, hooting, or making any un¬ 
pleasant noise, or unseemly actions, whether by 
hand, mouth or otherwise.” 

Sunday observance was enforced by Rule 20, 
which read: “ It is urgently requested that every 
person on Sundays and other holy days, when 
lie is not required on duty, will attend a place of 
worship, as it will be the means of promotion 
when vacancies occur.” 

In those days there were no “smokers ”—and 
no “ straphangers.” 

Rule 50.—Smoking by any passenger, or by any 
person, whether in the employ of the company or 
not, upon any part of the company’s property, or 
in any carriage or train, is strictly forbidden, 
whether such person is traveling or otherwise. 

Rule 54.—The company’s officers and servants 
are not to allow any person to stand in any of 
the carriages or wagons, but compel them to set 
upon the seats or floors; should they refuse to 
comply, they must be removed and given into the 
charge of the company’s police. 

In striving for safety the company ordered: 
“ Xot any contractor, officer, servant, or other 
person in the employ of the company, or in the 
service of any contractor, is to use any wearing 
apparel of a red or pink color, as it might be the 
means of causing enginemen and others to think 
it was a signal of danger.” 

Fines of a day’s wages, and even six days’ 
wages, were provided for workers who broke the 
company’s rules. 
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Jigents Meet At Scranton 

Following Enjoyable Meeting, Fourteen Members Enjoy Trip Through Mine and 
Breaker, Seeing Entire Mining Process, Which Is Very Interesting 


T HE regular meeting of The Delaware and 
Hudson Company Freight and Ticket 
Agents’ Association, was held at Hotel 
Casey, Scranton, Pa., May 24, 1928. The meeting 
was called to order by E. J. Brenner, vice-presi¬ 
dent, in the absence of Edward Martin, president. 

After tlie minutes of the previous meeting had 
been read by the secretary, the chairman called 
upon Mr. Thomas W. Davies, president of The 
Minute Men, Scranton Chamber of Commece, who 
welcomed them for the mayor, E. 15. Jermain. 
He began witli an enumeration of some facts of 
historical interest centering about Scranton, lie 
told the members that the history of Scranton 
dated back to the year 1608, when some settlers 
attempted to locate iron and steel mills in that 
locality. 

In 1846, when the Erie Railroad was organized, 
steel rails were unknown, and if any were used 
in America up to that time they came from Eng¬ 
land. 

The Scranton and Lackawanna Iron and Steel 
Company executed a contract with the Erie Rail¬ 
road, and in 1847 the first “ T ” iron rails ever 
manufactured were produced in these mills. Be¬ 
fore long the ore deposits were used up and then 
someone discovered that they had coal in its stead. 
The production of 6,200,000 tons of anthracite 
coal has taken place in the immediate vicinity 
of Scranton city and if put into forty-two feet, 
sixty-eight ton cars, would make a freight train 
720 miles in length. 

Now Scranton is possessed of the largest lace 
manufacturing plant in the world, makes buttons 
and like materials, is second in silk industries in 
the United States, has the Internatonal Corre¬ 
spondence Schools located within its limits. This 
school has done more to advertise Scranton than 
any other known industry. Its pupils are scat¬ 
tered from one end of the globe to the other. 
The city has on deposit in its savings banks about 
$125,000,000, has collected in seven years $4,700,- 
000 for its community chests and is second only 
to Cleveland in this respect, it has 2,500 members 
in its Chamber of Commerce and that the budget 
for this year was $147,000 but $165,000 was raised 
for this purpose. 


The chairman then called upon the following 
men for some remarks: Mr. J. II. Gtixigan, as¬ 
sistant yardmaster, Carbondale; N. S. Burns, 
rules examiner, Pennsylvania division; N. M. 
Goodspeed, coal storage agent, Carbondale; 
Thomas Waring, real estate department; H. E. 
Morgan, division agent, Pennsylvania division; 
and J. J. Coyle, division passenger agent, Pennsyl¬ 
vania division. All spoke briefly and thanked the 
chairman for the privilege of being among those 
called upon. Messrs. Gilligan and Burns related 
a number of interesting and humorous incidents. 

The regular order of business was then gone 
over, including reading by the secretary of the 
proposed constitution to be substituted for that 
one now in effect, which was held over until the 
next regular meeting. Adjournment was then 
taken for lunch, which was served in the meet¬ 
ing room at 12:30 P. M. 

During lunch the members were entertained by 
a male duet who sang several fine selections to 
the accompaniment of Professor F. Walban. The 
singers were the Messrs. J. T. and W. A. Jones. 

At about 2:30 P. M. fourteen of the party 
motored to Marvine breaker, where they were con¬ 
ducted through the breaker and mines through 
arrangements made by F. S. Smith, agent at 
Scranton, with Mr. C. Evans, Jr., General Man¬ 
ager of the Hudson Coal Company. 

On entering the wire fence of the Hudson Coal 
Company’,, property, the party was ushered into 
an ollice to sign the necessary releases for claims 
for injuries or death. They were then aligned, 
two men to a guide, and started from the office, 
going to the elevator or shaft opening known as 
No. 1. Here the operation of raising the coal 
in the mine cars was noted. It is raised from 
the lower levels where it is dumped into a crusher 
and after the coal passes through the breaker it 
is run out of a chute onto a belt, which travels 
on wheel supports, placed about four feet apart. 
This belt is forty-eight inches wide and 1,100 feet 
in length, and is made of a composition of robber 
and other substances about three-quarters of an 
inch thick. 

Coal is dropped onto this belt and then con- 
{Turn to Page 190) 
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Life for delays and doubts no time does 
givej 

None ever yet made haste enough to live. 

—Abraham Cawley. 


/ Do My Best 

I DO the best I know, the very best 1 can, and I 
mean to keep right on doing so until the end. 
If the end brings me out all right, what is 
said against me won’t amount to anything. If 
the end brings me out wrong, ten angels swearing 
I was right would make no difference.” 

Someone’s lack of appreciation, resulting in an 
unkind word or so, must have prompted Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln to frame this gem of philosophy. 

He did the best he knew—the very best he 
could—but he ever strove to know what that best 
was. He was constantly alert. His mind had 
been trained from childhood to think things out. 
He was, in reality, a man. 

Ordinarily, we utilize only a fraction of our 
brain power. We go along each day, doing the 
tasks we are forced to do—postponing those we 
can. Brains, as a rule, are lazy. They must ,be 
driven. 

There is little to prevent any normal person 
from attaining success in any line where appli¬ 
cation will develop the powers required for the 
particular accomplishment. Failure comes, in a 
vast majority of cases, through an unwillingness 
to “ pay the price.” 

Much has been written and said concerning op¬ 
portunity. The fact is that opportunities are all 
about us. It’s up to us to get our eyes and ears 


attuned to catch the radio-like vibrations the 
station “ Opportunity ” is ceaslessly broadcast¬ 
ing. 

If we’re “ on the job,” striving for betterment 
every waking hour, we can’t fail. Of course, we 
must have periods of relaxation and a proportion 
of play, for keeping fit is an all important part 
of the plan. 

Lincoln achieved greatness by thinking tilings 
out. 


Tlailroads A re Busy Places 

F EW of us, perhaps, realize what a busy place 
is the railroad; we are too close to it to 
appreciate the extent of its activities; we 
cannot see the woods for the trees. It is some¬ 
what surprising to learn, therefore, that accord¬ 
ing to an analysis just made of operating statis¬ 
tics covering the year 1927, the average mile of 
railway line in the United States last year 
handled seven passenger trains and seven freight 
trains each day. 

In the seven freight trains which passed each 
day over this average mile of railway there were 
325 freight cars, of which 205 were loaded and 
120 empty. In the loaded cars was freight weigh¬ 
ing, roughly, 5,600 tons, while the total weight 
passing over this mile of line, including freight, 
locomotives and freight cars, was 14,400 tons. 

The seven daily passenger trains which ran 
over this average mile included forty-six pas¬ 
senger train cars and carried a total of 416 pas¬ 
sengers. 

The daily gross revenues earned by this average 
mile of railway line amounted to $72. The aver¬ 
age direct operating expenses consumed seventy- 
four per cent of these total earnings, or $53 daily. 
Next, a total of $4 a day was paid by this average 
mile of railway to local, state and national tax 
collectors. 

After the payment of certain other expenses, in¬ 
cluding rental charges for property belonging to 
others, the average daily net earnings of this 
typical mile of railway line amounted to $13. 
This daily average net earning figure of $13 
amounted in a year to approximately four and 
one-half per cent on the average railway property 
investment per mile. 


Efficiency may be knowledge and carperience 
boiled down to a rare consistency, but it is not 
hard-boiled; it is graceful, considerate, and ea- 
exceedingly human. 
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ZNj.'tt) York. State Years Ago 

Interesting Account of Travels of An Old English Gentleman in Delaware and Hud¬ 
son Territory in 1827 and 1828 is Here Related 

(Continued from Last Issue ) 


L AKE GEORGE, Saratoga, and Ticonderoga, 
which we visited, are all classical and 
popular spots in American history, while 
their names will doubtless recall many painful 
recollections to English persons, who are old 
enough to remember the unfortunate details of 
the American revolutionary war. But, of course, 
it is far otherwise in a country, where all the 
circumstances connected with that important 
event are treasured up in the memory, to be 
brought forward as subjects of triumph upon 
every occasion. There they furnish a never-end¬ 
ing theme of rejoicing, especially to the company 
at the Springs, whose guide-books are full of the 
details of General Burgoyne’s surrender, and our 
other mishaps at Saratoga. The names even of 
the subordinate officers who figured in those days, 
are taught by a kind of catechism at the schools, 
in order to render them familiar to the memory 
of every American, of whatever age or sex. 

There is certainly no harm in this—it is quite 
natural and proper—and as their history is short, 
and fertile with incidents of a nature pleasing to 
their national vanity, it would be the most un¬ 
reasonable thing in the world for a stranger to 
complain of, however often, or however disagree¬ 
ably, it may happen to cross his path. 

On the other hand, the Americans ought, I think, 
to remember, that good reasons may perhaps exist 
for our little acquaintance with such matters; yet 
I have often met with people in that country who 
could scarcely believe me sincere, and thought I 
must be surely jesting when I declared my entire 
ignorance of many military and political events 
of the period alluded to, so momentous to them, 
however, that every child was familiar with their 
minutest details. And they would hardly credit 
me when I said I had never once heard the names 
of men, who, I learnt afterwards, were highly dis¬ 
tinguished, on both sides, during the revolutionary 
war. 

The same remark applies to every part of our 
very limited knowledge of America, and all her 
concerns past and present; and while the inhabi¬ 
tants of that country suppose themselves—with 


what degree of justice may perhaps be gathered 
from the sequel—to be minutely acquainted with 
every thing which has passed or is now passing 
in England, they have no patience for the pro¬ 
found state of ignorance in which the English con¬ 
fessedly remain with respect to them. 

I must say, that I have always thought this sort 
of soreness on their part a little unreasonable, and 
that our friends over the water give themselves 
needless mortification about a matter, which it 
would be far more dignified to disregard alto¬ 
gether. I say this with the more confidence, be¬ 
cause I hardly ever conversed with a reasonable 
American on the subject, who, when it was fairly 
put to him, did not give his assent to this view of 
the case. 

The Americans always forget—though perhaps 
it is natural they should do so—that while, on 
their Bide of the question, no theme can be more 
gratifying than the war alluded to—so glorious 
to them, but so disastrous to us—it is utterly out 
of nature to expect that we should view it, or any 
part of it, in the same light. Philanthropic, pub¬ 
lic-spirited, speculative citizens of the world, the 
philosophers of the present age, even in England, 
may declare that all is for the best, and that 
free and independent America is far more useful 
to other nations, generally, and to England in 
particular, now, than she was when a colony, or 
could ever have become had she not fallen away 
from her allegiance. Possibly this may be true. 
I should be very happy to admit it. This is not, 
however, the point at issue, and the speculation 
may be passed by at present; for my object is 
merely to show, independently of all abstract 
reasoning, how it comes about, that we are so ig¬ 
norant of American history, and, generally speak¬ 
ing, of all the internal affairs of a country with 
which, at first sight, it may be supposed we ought, 
on many accounts, to have no inconsiderable 
acquaintance. 

Whether, upon the whole, it is better or worse 
for us, in a speculative point of view, that we 
lost the colonies, the mortifying fact is, we did 
lose them, after a contest in which we were 
worsted. We tried to keep them, and we could 


is, ms 


one hundred and eighty-five 


The Delazvarc and Hudson Company Bulletin 


not; or, at all events, we did not. Consequently, 
as far as the mere struggle goes, its details can¬ 
not be considered very inviting as historical inci¬ 
dents for Englishmen to dwell upon. 

The hotel in which we found ourselves lodged at 
the Springs of Saratoga, was of great magnitude, 
as may be inferred from the size of the verandah 
or piazza in front, which measured eighty paces 
in length, and twenty-five feet in height. The 
public rooms, also, were large and handsome, and 
no fewer than 120 beds were made up in this one 
building. But with all this show, there was still 
some want of keeping, and many symptoms of 
haste, in every thing, indicated chiefly by the 
absence of innumerable minor luxuries. On the 
day we arrived, for example, we wished one of 
the windows of the dining-room kept open; but 
there had not yet been time to place any counter¬ 
poises, nor even any bolts or buttons to hold it up. 
The waiter, however, as usual, had a resource at 
hand, and without apology or excuse, caught up 
the nearest chair, and placing it on the window 
sole, allowed the sash to rest upon it. The bed¬ 
rooms, too, were uncomfortable little raw sorts of 
places, fourteen feet by ten, without a bit of paper 
or carpeting, and the glass of the windows was 
so thin it was apt to break with the slightest jar. 
Not one of these cabins was furnished with a bell, 
so that when the chambermaid was wanted, the 
only resource was to proceed to the top of the 
stair, and there pull a bell-rope, common to the 
whole range of apartments. 

It is true, we were at the Springs after the 
season was over; and, therefore, saw nothing in 
the best style. But I must describe things as I 
found them, in spite of the explanations and 
apologies which were showered upon me whenever 
anything, no matter how small or how great, was 
objected to. I grant that it would be unreason¬ 
able to make these trifles and many other and 
graver things, matters of criticism in so young a 
nation, were not claims put forth by the inhabi¬ 
tants to the highest degree of excellence. 

The truth seems to be, that no one, in that busy 
country, has leisure to attend effectually to the 
completion of any given job. Instead, therefore, 
of carrying their works to their most perfect 
stage, they always stop at that point, when the 
business in hand has reached that condition which 
is most certain of procuring for it a ready market 
—that is, when it has reached the degree of ex¬ 
cellence suited to the average taste of the con¬ 
sumers. If producers go beyond this mark, they 
are never sure of finding any sale, certainly not 
a quick one—and if they fall short of it, they will 
inevitably be outstripped by their competitors, in 


the hurried markets of a country, where nothing 
is allowed to remain long on hand. 

On the 11th of September, we observed in the 
Piazza of the Hotel at Saratoga, a piece of paper 
stuck up with this notice—“ This house will be 
closed for the season, on Saturday next, the 15th 
inst.” Accordingly, taking the hint, we resolved 
to move off, though we found the quietness of the 
Springs—now entirely deserted—very agreeable, 
after the turmoil and excitement we had recently 
been exposed to. By making a slight round, we 
were enabled to take Ballston in our way; but as 
that very pretty watering-place was likewise de¬ 
serted, we drove on to Albany, and, after an ab¬ 
sence of exactly three months, took up our old 
quarters in that capital, or rather seat of gov¬ 
ernment—for it is difficult to conceive any other 
town than New York the capital of the State. 

I was glad to find the legislature in session, ns 
I had a great curiosity to see how the public 
affairs were managed. The object of the present 
meeting, it is true, was not to transact the ordi¬ 
nary business of the State, but to revise the laws— 
a favourite employment all over the Union. But 
I had ample means, during a fortnight’s stay at 
Albany, of seeing how things were conducted, as 
innumerable incidental discussions arose out of 
the matter in hand, to show the current modes of 
proceeding. 

The State had recently adopted a new Consti¬ 
tution—remodelled from that adopted in 1777— 
and it came into operation on the 1st of January, 
1823. By this instrument, the Legislative power 
is vested in a Senate and House of Assembly; the 
Senate, consisting of 32 members, who must be 
freeholders, chosen for four years; and the House 
of Assembly, consisting of 128 members, who are 
elected annually by the whole people of the State, 
the right of suffrage being universal. 

I was extremely curious to see how a Legisla¬ 
ture formed on such principles would proceed, and 
I visited the Capitol with the truest wish to be 
well pleased with all I saw and heard. The hall 
of the House of Assembly was not unlike the in¬ 
terior of a church; with a gallery for strangers, 
looking down upon a series of seats and writing- 
desks, ranged on the floor in concentric semi¬ 
circles, the Speaker’s chair being at the centre, 
and over his head, of course, the large well-known 
picture of General Washington, with his hand 
stretched out, in the same unvaried attitude in 
which we had already seen him represented in 
many hundreds, I might say thousands, of places, 
from the Capitol at Albany to the embellishments 
on the coarsest blue china plate in the country. 
Each member of the House was placed in a seat 
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numbered and assigned to him by lot on the first 
day of the Session. 

These gentlemen were described to me as being 
chiefly farmers, shopkeepers, and country lawyers, 
and other persons quite unaccustomed to abstract 
reasoning and had come to the legislature, straight 
from the plough—or from behind the counter— 
from chopping down trees—or from the bar, under 
the impression that they were at once to be con¬ 
verted into statesmen. 

Such were my opinions at this early stage of 
the journey, and I never afterwards saw much 
occasion to alter them; indeed, the more I became 
acquainted with the practical operation of the 
democratical system, tIre more I became satisfied 
that the ends which it proposed to accomplish, 
could not be obtained by such means. By bring¬ 
ing into these popular assemblies men who—dis¬ 
guise it as they may—cannot but feel themselves 
ignorant of public business, an ascendency is 
given to a few abler and more intriguing heads, 
which enables them to manage matters to suit 
their own purposes. And just as the members be¬ 
gin to get a slight degree of useful familiarity 
with the routine of affairs, a fresh election comes 
on, and out they all go; or at least a great ma¬ 
jority go out, and thus, in each fresh legislature, 
there must be found a preponderance of unquali¬ 
fied, or, at all events, of ill-informed men, how¬ 
ever patriotic or well-intentioned they may chance 
to be. 

On the 15th of September, 1827, when we went 
again to the House of Assembly, the speaking was 
even more discursive than it had been upon the 
first day. The orators rambled about from topic 
to topic with a most wasteful contempt of time, 
of which I dare say the same persons would have 
been much more economical had they been at their 
ordinary occupations—that is to say, working 
with their hands, not with their heads. 

From thence we went to the Senate chamber, 
where we found the members acting not in a 
Legislative, but a Judicial capacity. The Senate 
consists of 32 members, besides the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the State, who is, ex-officio, President. 
The senators are chosen for four years, and one 
quarter of their numbers go out annually. 

By an article of the State Constitution the 
court for the trial of impeachments and the cor¬ 
rection of errors is directed to consist of “ the 
President of the Senate, the senators, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the State, and the justices of the supreme 
court, or the major part of them.” Causes are 
brought up to this court by writ of error from the 
supreme court of the State, in the same way, as 


far as I understand the matter, as appeals are 
carried to the House of Lords in England. 

We w’ere fortunate in hearing a case of con¬ 
siderable interest pleaded before the Court of 
Errors. It related to a matter of alleged con¬ 
spiracy arising out of one of those fraudulent 
hubbies with which America was quite as rife as 
England in the wild season of 1825. 

But I took a still deeper interest in the regular 
business which was done in the Senate in the early 
part of the morning, before resolving itself, with 
the additions before mentioned, into a Court of 
Errors. The revision of the laws was the subject 
under discussion, and I had ample means of judg¬ 
ing of that passion for legislating, which I had 
been told frequently before was only second 
in the breast of an American to the passion 
of electioneering. As yet, however, I had 
seen nothing of the actual management of 
the elections, though at every table, and, in¬ 
deed, in every place I had yet visited, this en¬ 
grossing topic formed the principal, and generally 
the only, subject of conversation. 

During our stay at Albany we lived in a board¬ 
ing house, occupied chiefly by members of the 
Legislature, both of the Senate and House of As¬ 
sembly, besides several lawyers, judges, officers of 
the army and navy, and, amongst others, the edi¬ 
tor of a newspaper, one of the kindest, most can¬ 
did, and most useful friends I had the pleasure to 
make in America. But indeed they were all 
friendly and obliging to us. It happened also, 
fortunately, that several of these gentlemen took 
considerable charge of the public business which 
was then going on, and were the best informed 
men we could have met with anywhere in the 
State; so that we enjoyed the advantage of their 
conversation under circumstances highly advanta¬ 
geous. At meals we all met, of course; and as 
there was not quite so great a hurry here as we 
had observed elsewhere, we had more leisure for 
discussing the various topics which arose from 
time to time, than we had ever found before. 
Good opportunities were thus afforded of obtaining 
the opinion of different persons on the same point, 
and of conversing repeatedly with the same 
gentlemen on different aspects of the subject, as 
circumstances varied the complexion of affairs, 
or suggested new ideas to us respecting them. In 
this way I often discovered that the views I had 
taken up at first were incorrect, or, at all events, 
different from those with which some of my vari¬ 
ous informants wished to impress me. 

As I had nothing whatever to occupy my atten¬ 
tion, but to study the humours, and to get ac¬ 
quainted with these obliging people, in order to 
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get as much information from them as possible, 
my object was to avail myself of all these mo¬ 
ments; and though, I fear, I must very often 
have bored them, I will do them the justice to say, 
that on every occasion, favourable or otherwise, 
they were most willing to lend their assistance, 
either to go into the subject deeply, or to touch 
It lightly, as the case might he. My sole purpose 
was to get at the real state of the facts before 
me; and though, of course, like every other trav¬ 
eller, I had my full share of prejudices to entangle 
me, I was willing at all times to change my opin¬ 
ions, and did in fact often change them. 

During our stay at Albany, we went frequently 
into company, especially to dinners and to even¬ 
ing parties, both large and small, which afforded 
us the most agreeable opportunities of seeing and 
judging of the state of domestic society; one fea¬ 
ture of which ought to be mentioned, as it meets 
a stranger’s observation in every quarter of that 
wide country. I mean the spirit of party—not 
to call it polities-—or rather, to define it more cor¬ 
rectly, the spirit of electioneering, which seems 
to enter as an essential ingredient into the compo¬ 
sition of every thing. 

The most striking peculiarity of this spirit, in 
contradistinction to what we see in England, is 
that its efforts are directed more exclusively to 
the means, than to any useful end. The Ameri¬ 
cans, as it appears to me, are infinitely more oc¬ 
cupied about bringing in a given candidate, than 
they are about the advancement of those measures 
of which he is conceived to be the supporter. 
They do occasionally advert to these prospective 
measures, in their canvassing arguments in de¬ 
fense of their own friends, or in attacks upon the 
other party; but always, as far as I could see, 
more as rhetorical flourishes, or as motives to ex¬ 
cite the furious acrimony of party spirit, than as 
distinct or sound anticipations of the line of 
policy which their candidate, or his antagonist, 
was likely to follow. The intrigues, the canvass¬ 
ings for votes, all the machinery of newspaper 
abuse and praise, the speeches and manoeuvres in 
the Legislature, at the bar, by the fireside, and in 
every hole and corner of the country end to end, 
without intermission, form integral parts of the 
business—apparently far more important than the 
candidate’s wishes—his promises—or even than his 
character and fitness for the office. 

We left Albany on the 28th of September, 1827, 
and proceeded in the direction of Boston, through 
what are called the New England, or Eastern 
States, consisting, as I think I have mentioned 
before, of Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island. 


We should be the most ungrateful people in the 
world, were we to omit expressing our sense of 
the uncommon kindness shown to us by every per¬ 
son, with whom we formed any acquaintance at 
Albany. We left Albany with sincere regret; and, 
in laying out plans of future operations, always 
arranged matters for paying another visit to our 
kind friends there. It is easy to make such resolu¬ 
tions on paper, but when so large a portion of a 
whole continent is to be visited, so many thou¬ 
sands of rugged miles to be gone over, and all 
sorts of climates to be encountered, it is somewhat 
presumptuous to calculate what shall be done a 
year in advance. And so it proved—for we never 
saw Albany again. 

(The End) 

Railroad Nomenclature 

OMPARISON of railroad terms used in 
this country with those which are of com¬ 
mon usage in England, forms an interesting 
study and likewise explains the presence of some 
of the expressions which appear in our railroad 
vernacular. A few of the more common terms as 
used in both countries are printed herewith. 


United States 

England 

Railroad 

Railway 

Depot 

Station 

Pilot (Cow Catcher) 

Plough 

Kngineer 

Engine Driver 

Fireman 

Stoker 

Conductor 

Guard 

Ticket Office 

Booking Office 

Baggage 

Luggage 

Baggage Car 

Luggage Van 

Passenger Car 

Carriage 

Track 

Line 

Frog 

Crossing Plate 

Switches 

Points 

Trucks 

Bogies 

Switching 

Shunting 

Freight Train 

Goods Train 

INSURANCE CLAIMS PAID 

MAY, 

1928 

Death benefits 

- *11,100 

Health benefits - 

12.527 

Accident benefits 

970 


benefits 

1.600 

Total and Permanent Disability benefits 925 

Total benefits 

- *27.123 
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“Way Agents ” 

B ACK in the year 1842 a book of rules pub¬ 
lished by the Western (Mass.) Railroad 
contained the following set of rules for the 
government of Way Agents, now termed Station 
Agents: 

1. Their duty shall be to have at all times, 
wood sawed, and water in the tank, for the trains. 

2. To have the switches properly attended. 

3. The Way Agent is charged with the general 
supervision of the grounds about the Depot build¬ 
ings. In all cases of accident or delay to the 
trains, from any cause, he is to render such as¬ 
sistance as may be in his power, or the case may 
require. 

4. He is to be at the Depot whenever a train is 
to pass, and be ready at all times to receive 
freight designed for transportation over the road, 
and also for delivery of such as is received. 

5. At the end of every month he shall make re¬ 
port of wood purchased during the month, the 
amount of wood consumed, and what remains on 
hand at the end of the month. 

6. He shall sell tickets for way stations and to 
the end of the road each way—remit the money 
■collected with a return (as per printed form) to 
the office of the Engineer. 

7. Copies of all returns made by the Way 
Agents shall be preserved by them at their re¬ 
spective Depots. 

8. The Masters of Transportation may from 
time to time give such further instructions to the 
Way Agents as they may find necessary and 
proper in the arrangement and management of 
the business of the Road. 


When to Retire 

MAN we know was left some money when 
he was thirty-five, so he decided to retire 
and enjoy himself. 

He managed to get along fairly well for about 
five years. He traveled and loafed and did the 
things he thought he wanted to do. 

At forty he decided that if he was going to 
know real happiness, he would have to assume 
responsibility again. He wanted to feel that some 
■one needed him. 

He went back to the old corporation and simply 
asked for a chance to go to work again. He ac¬ 
cepted gratefully the job as assistant to the man 
who had been one of his clerks in the old days. 

He is fifty years old now, and is one of the 


vice-presidents of the corporation. When his as¬ 
sociates talk about retiring some day, he scoffs 
at them and tells them that the only time he will 
retire is when they carry him off to the cemetery. 

His health is better at fifty than it was at 
thirty-eight, and he says that as a cog in a great 
industrial machine he is infinitely happier than 
he was when he was perfectly free to go and come 
as he pleased. 

What does a man need for his happiness? 
When is the right time for a man to retire ? 

Here are two questions with which you may 
amuse yourself for the next hour or so. 

—Tom Dreier in Forbes. 


Farmer John in Telegraph Office 

AY, Mister, what makes that ar’ clickin’ 
An’ rattlin’ Just like a machine t 
I’d have asked ye afore, but was fearful 
You’d think I was mis’ably green. 

The telegraph, did ye say, Mistert 
Does it make such a click-clickin’ noise t 

Well, 1 vum! When I get back to the Holler, 
I’ll have somethin’ to tell the boys! 

“ Ain 7 step jest inside there a minute. 

An’ take jest a peep at the thingT 

I’ve heerd a good deal ’bout the telegraph. 

Hut I’m blamed if I don’t hope to swing 

If ever I’ve had an idear 

'Twas any sich lookin’ consarn; 

Hut ye know that the old sayin’ tells us. 

As long as we live we can lam. 

" Say, how do ye send out the letterst 
Do ye fasten ’em onto the wiret 

I s’pose, then, they travel like lightnin’, 

An’ mebbe a leetle mite spryer. 

Whatt Ain’t that they way that ye do itr 
Don’t laugh at me. Mister, young man.’ 

Dor if ye think ye kin insult me, 

111 wallop ye sure, an’ I canl 

" Oh, of course, it’s all right; I forgive ye 
If ye didn’t mean any offense; 

I know, if I ain’t cdlcated, 

I’m a man of good, sound, common sense. 

Ye don’t mean to say that that rattlin’ 

Is words that the telegraph speaks’ 

As plain as he teords I am talkin’T 

Well, now, if that don’t beat the dekes! 

" It unist take one a long time to larn it. 

An’ a mighty good head, too, I think. 

I don’t believe Mr old brains could do it. 

Not even if I had to sink! 

I thought at the first you was foolin’ 

An’ /cedin’ me taffy for fun ; 

Hut ye look like an honest young feeler. 

An' so l will take ye for one. 

“ Hut when I git back to the Holler, 

Won’t it make ’em jest stick out their eyes 

When 7 tell what I’ve lamed in your officer 
I guess it will cause a surprise! 

I thank ye for treatin' me kindly. 

An’ I’ll take myself out o’ per way. 

Drop in if ye come to the Holler, 

An now 7 must bid ye good day." 

—Henry It. Johnson. 
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Jlgents Meet at Scranton 

(Continued from Page 183) 
veyed 1,000 feet to a pit where it is dropped and 
run through a series of chutes, where it finally 
goes into its proper bin for loading cars for ship¬ 
ment. During the course of its travel it is run 
through a mechanical separator where the good 
eoal which is lighter than rock goes into one 
chute and the rock or slate into another. At the 
end of the coal chutes there are usually two or 
more boys, called breaker boys, who sit over it 
and with their hands pick the slate that gets 
away from the mechanical separator. There are 
eight sizes of coal: Stove, egg, grate, chestnut, 
pea, buck, birdseye and silt, which necessitates a 
great network of chutes and leads. 

The silt runs through a water process and is 
run through a water separator. The good silt 
runs off with the water into a screen, which car¬ 
ries it to a chute, which runs to a conveyor. The 
silt is lifted to a pile from which it is loaded 
and shipped for use in factories where they have 
mechanical devices for the burning of this type 
of fuel. 

The other sizes are run to bins in the loading 
shed where the cars are loaded. 

This completes the details as observed by the 
members of the party at the breaker. The cost 
of machinery in a modern breaker is nearly 
$1,800,000. 

After leaving the breaker the party went to 
the cable room where the cables are operated 
which raise and lower the cages or cars in the 
shaft at shaft No. 2. The members were here 
given a small carbide miner’s lamp which was lit 
and adjusted by the guide. They were then es¬ 
corted to the shaft opening where ten at a time 
in one car they were lowered three hundred and 
fifty feet to No. 14 level. When one realizes that 
No. 2 shaft is 780 feet deep and there are six or 
seven levels in it the necessity for the miner’s 
lamp becomes apparent. The inky blackness is 
only penetrated by the light from these little 
lamps carried in one hand. 

The party was taken from the cage into a cham¬ 
ber, the roof of which varies from six feet to 
fifteen or twenty feet in height. Looking straight 
ahead all one can see is the inky darkness of the 
passageway. Without the little carbide light it is 
impossible to distinguish even a hand before one’s 
face. 

The guide requests that one precede him, ad¬ 
monishing to watch one’s step and lower the head 
as the ceiling drops down in jagged form here 
and there. Along the sides the coal may be seen 


in layers or veins between two masses of solid 
rock. The miner who is responsible for the cut¬ 
ting and trimming the coal out is assigned a 
helper, lie and the helper cut out the coal from 
the rock, load it into mine cars, puts his tag on 
the car and goes on with the next ear, being ever 
mindful of the treacherous loose veins and rocks 
which ever is a hazard and hindrance to his work. 

Often the miner is lying flat on his stomach 
or kneeling half doubled up as the space he works 
in will not permit an erect position. Some of 
the distance in this level is directly under the 
Susquehanna river and therefore there is some 
leakage and more or less water in the mines. In 
order to keep this within bounds an electric or 
steam pump is operated, pumping out the water 
and keeping the levels clear. 

After walking some three and one-lialf miles 
underground the party came to another shaft. 
No. 2, where they were again lifted to the sur¬ 
face. When a layman talks about coal they 
only visualize the finished product as put into 
their bins and do not realize the operations neces¬ 
sary to bring it to them, which are as follows: 

First—The miner and helper digging it out and 
putting it in mine cars. 

Second—Movement of cars from the location in 
level to the shaft to be hoisted to the breaker. 

Third—the moving of the coal from one stage 
to the other through the breaker. 

Fourth—Transfer from breaker to cars. 

Fifth—Transfer from cars to trucks or wagons. 

Sixth—Transfer into the coal bin in the home. 

Then, and only then, the enormous scope of 
these operations and the outlay necessary can be 
appreciated. 

Two and one-half hours were consumed by this 
very interesting and instructive trip and the 
members were very appreciative of the courtesy 
and cooperation of those who made it possible. 


In all its branches the staff is nothing more 
than an instrument for the service of the line. 
It is the nerve and the brain center of the army. 
—Major General Liggett. 


Mr. Macdonald (arranging with clergyman for 
his second marriage) : "And I should like the 
ceremony In my yard this time, sir.” 

Clergyman: Good gracious! Why? 

Mr. Macdonald : Then the fowls can pick up the 
rice; we wasted a deal last time .—London Opinion. 
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Clicks from the Rails 


Freight Business Improves 

The total weekly loadings of 
freight cars promise soon to 
equal or even exceed those of 
1926 and 1927, says the Rail¬ 
way Age. In January they av¬ 
eraged 84,200 weekly less than 
In 1927, and about 60,000 less 
weekly than In 1926. In Febru¬ 
ary they averaged 58,600 less 
than In 1927, and 22,000 less 
than In 1926. In March they 
averaged 53,200 less than in 
1927, and 18,500 less than In 
1926. In April they averaged 
41,000 less than In 1927, and 
21,000 less than in 1926. In the 
first two weeks of May they 
averaged only 36,000 less than 
In 1927 and 22,000 less than in 
1926. 


‘Cwo Dogs Save Master's Life 

Kind treatment of his two 
dogs resulted In their coming to 
the rescue of George C. Clark, 
an Iowa farmer, recently. While 
returning to his home one 
night, walking up the tracks of 
the Milwaukee railroad, he fell 
over unconscious, at a lonely 
spot, victim of a heart attack. 
One of his dogs, a coach hound, 
sensing the approach of a train 
ran up the tracks. The fireman 
seeing him coming warned the 
engineman to slow down. The 
dog leaped on the pilot of the 
engine while it was still in mo¬ 
tion and rode to his master 
where the other, a collie, waited 
by his side. 


thCew Type Storage Battery 

Claim is made for a new type 
of storage battery, the inven¬ 
tion of a Spanish priest, wlw is 
being backed by British capital, 
that it is powerful enough to 
run an electric express train for 
a long distance without any 
third rail or overhead wires. 
The same battery, called by the 
inventor an accumulator, can be 
used to drive an automobile. 


‘Paper and Income Tax Blanks 

Fifty carloads of paper were 
used during the current year by 
the federal government, for 
printing income tax blanks. It 
is estimated that five million 
people will fill out these blanks 
although only four and one-half 
million will have to turn over 
a part of their income to the 
government. 


Locomotive Aids Airplane 

What would the buses and 
even airplanes do without the 
railroads? During the past 
winter a large bus was crowded 
off of the road by another car. 
Repeated efforts to run it out 
of the drifts failed because the 
wheels simply spun around on 
the hard packed snow. A 
freight train happened along 
a short time after the mishap 
and its aid was enlisted to free 
the bus. A rope was run be¬ 
tween the bus and the front of 
the engine. The train was 
backed up hauling the mired 
bus back on the highway with¬ 
out much effort. 

No one would Imagine, how¬ 
ever, that a locomotive would 
have to perform a like favor for 
an aviator. It hapened, never¬ 
theless. The pilot of a mail 
plane was forced to land on 
the Monongahela River, in 
Pennsylvania. After the mail 
had been removed a rope was 
attached to the tail of the 
plane and a yard engine hauled 
it up on dry land. 


Son Follows Father 

His father was at the throttle 
of the special train which 
brought President Abraham 
Lincoln to Gettysburg sixty-five 
years ago when he delivered his 
memorable memorial address. 

This year the son, Grant Eck¬ 
ert, piloted the train bringing 
President Coolidge to Gettys¬ 
burg to eulogize Lincoln as has 
become the practice for succeed¬ 
ing presidents during years 
past. 

Lincoln presented the elder 
Eckert with a gold watch as a 
token of appreciation for his 
services on that momentous oc¬ 
casion. 


‘Urolleys Absorb Buss Line 

The last Independent bus com¬ 
pany in Akron, Ohio, has just 
been taken over by the North¬ 
ern Ohio Power and Light Co., 
which operates the city's street 
cars as well as all its buses. 

Akron is the city where it 
was predicted a few years ago, 
the “ buses would soon swallow 
up all local transportation.” 
Buses are rendering a helpful 
service in Akron but they are 
merely supplemental to the 
street car lines. 


SKCillionai' e Station Agent 

Call it the call of the rails if 
you will, loyalty or what not, 
some mysterious force binds 
George J. Higgins, agent of the 
Reading at Shamokin, Pa., to 
his job, in spite of the fact that 
he is a millionaire. " Why 
quit?" he asks. "My job has 
made friends for me, I made it 
what it is, and so long as I 
continue at my desk I am a 

member of the big Reading 

family.” 

Many years ago he bought a 
bankrupt motion picture house. 
This investment turned out well 
as did many subsequent finan¬ 
cial ventures. Now, under the 
management of his sons, his 

business houses are scattered 

about the community, while he 
still heeds the call of the rails, 
and remains at his desk follow¬ 
ing the duties of station agent. 


‘Demolished Car Is Warning 

The burned and shattered 
ruins of an automobile in which 
four persons were killed at a 
railroad crossing here may 
stand as a monument of warn¬ 
ing to all who pass the scene. 

Residents of the neighborhood 
who use the crossing have 
sought permission to take what 
is left of the car and have it 
placed on the enmbankment at 
the approach to the crossing 
to instill caution in those who 
travel over the tracks. 


Locomotives Must Have Bath 
Every Maine Central locomo¬ 
tive coming into Rigby yard, 
Portland, Maine, must have a 
bath before going to the round¬ 
house at the end of its run. 
Locomotives are run under a 
long shed-like building in which 
they are sprayed with hot steam 
and oil from a 200 pound pres¬ 
sure hose. Any ice or dirt 
clinging to a locomotive is thus 
quickly removed. 


Canadian President at Mexico 
Sir Henry Thornton, presi¬ 
dent of the Canadian National, 
was sent to Mexico last Novem¬ 
ber, upon request of the Mexi¬ 
can government, to make an 
extensive study of the national 
railways of that country with 
a view of recommending steps 
to be taken to improve the 
efficiency in their operation. 
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Railroads Bind Union 
V 

O UR national existence could not have 
continued without the railroads. 
The various parts would have fallen apart 
of their own weight. The railroads have 
united the interests of the different sections, 
so that they get great benefits by adhearing 
to one government, while the intimate com¬ 
munication produces unity of thought to a 
large degree. People realize that all sec¬ 
tions must be given decently fair treatment, 
or all will suffer. Thus the railroads are 
bands of steel binding the country into one 
magnificent nation. 

— 51£eu) Brunswick, (N. Y ) News. 










